
 
 

From: Anna Christensen <annachristensen259@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, December 7, 2025 10:11 AM 
To: NAHC@NAHC <NAHC@nahc.ca.gov> 
Subject: Proposed Draft Contact List Regulations, Agenda Item 3, NAHC mtg 12/11/25 

 

 
To: California Native American Heritage Commission 
From: Puvunga Wetlands Protectors 
Re: NAHC”S Proposed Draft Contact List Regulations and Extension of Deadline for public 

 
comment 

 
Dear Commissioner and Staff, 
Puvunga Wetlands Protectors requests that the deadline for public comment on the 
Proposed Draft Contact List Regulations be extended. More time and input is critical, 
given the degree to which the NAHC intends to alter existing relationships between tribes 
themselves and between tribes, public agencies, communities, and the land. 

 
The NAHC was not created or meant to police California’s indigenous peoples on behalf of 
either the state or the federal government. The stated purpose of the NAHC is protection 
and recognition. In response to the continued desecration of tribal sites and Ancestors 
remains, the NAHC was established to record and and protect sacred sites, and to return f 
Ancestor’s remains and tribal cultural properties to tribes. 

 
How is it that the NAHC is choosing to erase recognition, to end relationships, to abandon 
tribal peoples struggling to save and to reclaim lands and culture? To what end? While this 
is to be expected from non-natives, including state and federal governments, to have a 
commission formed by and for California Tribal peoples betray the trust of past, present 
and future generations is not only shocking, it’s heartbreaking. 

 
Ultimately, neither the NAHC or any other government agency, will succeed in destroying 
the connection between California tribes and the land. Protectors arise from within tribal 
communities, they are not appointed or assigned to them - the time of the government 
agent running the rez is long past. In choosing to bow down laws made to harm, rather 
than serve, indigenous peoples, the NAHC is losing its way home. 

 
Sincerely, 
Anna Christensen, Executive Director, Puvungna Wetland Protectors, puvu.org 
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From ajyanez13 <ajyanez13@gmail.com>
Date Wed 12/10/2025 8:01 AM
To NAHC@NAHC <NAHC@nahc.ca.gov>

You don't often get email from ajyanez13@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Good evening, 

I would like to request an extension on the public comment period. This is a complicated subject that
needs more time and input from all California Tribal governments. 

The NAHC is one of the few state commissions that help agencies with contact lists in the guidance of
tribal consultations. State recognized tribes are highly underrepresented within agencies that are land
owners of the majority of the state. This is because of colonial violence and laws that have impacted
their communities. Even though the NAHC does not determine sovereign Tribal Governments the
Comission does have weight and influence on who gets contacted for tribal consultations. Tribal
consultations determine projects throughout California that impact sacred and cultural sites on a daily
basis. It is crucial to get input from every sovereign tribal government regardless of federal
recognition. Please consider your decision making in these changes that you are trying to implement
because this can change generations to come in the so called State of California. 

Thank you for your time.

Ariana Yañez a concerned non-indigenous community member that is residing in Payókawichum,
Cupeño and Kumeyaay Land. 
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