
  
  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsom, Governor 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 

October 21, 2022 

To: Commissioners, Native American Heritage Commission 

From: Mario Pallari, CalNAGPRA Attorney 

Re: Nomination of Seth Davis to UC Berkeley Campus Committee 

I. INTRODUCTION 

On September 23, 2022, UC Berkeley info1med the Commission that one of its UC representatives to its 
campus repatriation committee (Beth Piatote) had resigned and it submitted the application of Prof. Seth Davis to 
replace her as an urgent matter. Prof. Davis meets CalNAGPRA's requirements for nomination based upon his 
degree and experience. 1 After reviewing his application and accompanying materials, the UC nominations 
subcommittee recommends the Commission nominate Prof. Davis to this repatriation committee. 

1 Specifically, Prof. Davis has a law degree with far more than the required five-year-minimum experience in his field of study and is 
affiliated with the law school's Native American studies program which includes teaching classes on repatriation. He has also 
demonstrated an ability to work collaboratively with tribes on issues related to repatriation. (Health & Saf. Code, § 8026, subds. 
(a)(2)(C) and (d)(A), (B), (2).) 

II. PROF. SETH DA VIS'S QUALIFICATIONS 

Prof. Davis has  served on various committees whose work addresses the sovereignty and  human  rights of 
fudigenous Peoples, including the UC Berkeley NAGPRA Adviso1y Committee  (2019-2021) and the UC  
Adviso1y Group on Cultural Affiliation and Repatriation of Native American Human Remains  and Cultural Items 
(2019-2021). (Prof. Davis Application, Ex. 1.) He teaches classes on Federal fudian law, including on repatriation. 
Prior to joining UC  Berkeley, he was  a professor  at  UC Irvine School of Law, where his  work included assisting 
in  the convening of the 2016 World fudigenous Law Conference, an international conference offudigenous 
Peoples to discuss fudigenous law and human rights, including rights to repatriation. He is  a co-author of the 
Cohen  Handbook of Federal Indian Law as well as scholarly aiticles on federal fudian law and fudigenous rights. 
He  has filed briefs before  the Supreme Court suppo1ting tribes, including California tribes. fu addition to  this 
work, Prof. Davis mentored the Commission's  law school fellow where they worked on improving repatriation  at 
UC Berkeley. 

Based upon his experience in federal fudian law, his effo1ts to foster repatriation at UC Berkeley and 
Irvine, as well as his work with the Commission, the subcommittee recommends the Commission approve his 
nomination to the UC Berkeley repatriation committee. 
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Seth Davis 
Professor of Law · University of California, Berkeley School of Law 

Application to Serve on UC Berkeley Campus NAGPRA Implementation 
and Oversight Committee 

Self-Statement and References 

I am honored at the opportunity to be considered by the Native American 
Heritage Commission as a UC Nominee to the UC Berkeley Campus NAGPRA 
Implementation and Oversight Committee. As a Professor of Law at UC Berkeley 
School of Law, and thus a member of the UC Berkeley community, I share in the 
responsibility of the University to collaborate with Native Nations to ensure the return 
of Native ancestors and belongings and to fulfill the purposes of the federal NAGPRA 
and CalNAGPRA. And as a member of the NAGPRA Implementation and Oversight 
Committee, I would be committed to meeting those moral and legal obligations. 

My professional work and service have focused upon the sovereignty and human 
rights of Indigenous Peoples. I have been admitted to practice law in the United States 
for 13 years and have been a professor for 8 years. I am a tenured professor at Berkeley 
Law, where I teach both the core and advanced courses in Federal Indian Law, as well 
as courses in Tort Law, Constitutional Law, and Federal Courts. My teaching includes 
both the federal NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA. I am a co-author of the Cohen Handbook 
of Federal Indian Law as well as scholarly articles on federal Indian law and Indigenous 
rights. 

In my work, I have focused upon providing support to Native Nations in 
litigation concerning Tribal sovereignty and to capacity-building in the area of Tribal 
cultural resources protection. For example, I regularly file amicus briefs in support of 
Native Nations in litigation before the U.S. Supreme Court, including a recent brief in 
support of the Cherokee Nation, the Oneida Nation, the Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians, the Quinault Indian Nation, and the Navajo Nation in Brackeen v. Haaland, and 
a brief in support of the Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians in 
Patchak v. Zinke. In addition, I have represented members of the Bipartisan 
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Congressional Native American Caucus in litigation to preserve Tribal sovereignty. In 
my work in the area of Tribal cultural resources protection, I was fortunate to receive a 
grant from the NAHC to fund the Tribal Cultural Resources Project at UC Berkeley, a 
two-year project in which my colleague Nazune Menka and I worked to provide 
capacity-building support to Native Nations exercising their inherent sovereignty to 
protect their ancestors, belongings, and sacred places. 

As a member of the UC Berkeley community, I have worked to create spaces for 
Native students, staff, and faculty to thrive and to ensure that the University fulfills its 
moral and legal obligations to Native Nations. In my four years at UC Berkeley, I have 
been fortunate to work with the amazing members of the Native American Law 
Students Association. In addition, I have served on various committees whose work 
addresses the sovereignty and human rights of Indigenous Peoples, including the UC 
Berkeley NAGPRA Advisory Committee (2019-2021) and the UC Advisory Group on 
Cultural Affiliation and Repatriation of Native American Human Remains and Cultural 
Items (2019-2021). Prior to joining UC Berkeley’s community, I was a professor at UC 
Irvine School of Law, where my work included assisting in the convening of the 2016 
World Indigenous Law Conference, an international conference of Indigenous Peoples 
to discuss Indigenous law and human rights, including rights to repatriation. 
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Professor of Law & American Indian Studies  
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Seth Davis 

Professor of Law  
University of California, Berkeley School of Law law.berkeley.edu/faculty-profiles/seth-davis 

 
 
  

 
  
 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

University of California, Berkeley School of Law   
Professor of Law  

July 2018 – Present 

University of California, Irvine School of Law  
Assistant Professor of Law  

July 2014 – June 2018 

Harvard Law School  
Bennett Boskey  Visiting Professor of Law   
Climenko Fellow and  Lecturer on Law   

Spring 2022 
July 2011 – June 2014 

EDUCATION 

Columbia University School of Law, New York, NY 
Juris Doctor, received May 2008  

Honors:    John Ordronaux Prize (for highest GPA in graduating class) 
Samuel I. Rosenman Prize  (for leadership and scholarship in public law)  
James Kent Scholar, Bill Howard Fellowship, Human Rights Internship  
Archie O. Dawson Prize (for excellence in oral advocacy) 

Activities: Columbia Law Review, Articles Editor 
  Philip C. Jessup International  Law Moot Court Team, 2006 World Champions  

The London School of Economics and  Political Science, London, England  
Master of Science in Social Anthropology, with Distinction, received December 2003  

Honors:   W. Thomas Smith Scholarship (Davidson College award)  
Activities:  Department of Anthropology, Student Representative  

Davidson College, Davidson, NC 
Bachelor of Arts, magna cum laude, received May 2002  

Majors:    Anthropology  and English 
Honors:   Phi Beta Kappa, High  Honors in English, Vernelle  S. Brown Award  (for leadership,  

scholarship, and service), Senior Awards  in Anthropology  and English  
Activities:  Mock Trial  Competition, Honorable Mention All-American  

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 

Administrative Law, Constitutional Law, Federal Indian Law, Fiduciary Law  
Legal Theory, Property Law, and Tort Law 

HONORS, GRANTS, AND AWARDS 

American Academy of Arts & Sciences, Supreme Court Working Group (2022-2023) (selected to be member of 
working group on Supreme Court reform) 
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Best Article Award for 2014, American Association of Law Schools Federal Courts Section (awarded for Implied 
Public Rights of Action, 114 COLUMBIA LAW REVIEW 1 (2014)) 

Tribal Cultural Resources Project  ($230,000 grant from the California Native American Heritage Commission) 

Upper Level Courses Professor of the Year, UCI Law (2015  and 2017)  

Faculty Commencement Speaker, Berkeley  Law (2021)  (selected by graduating class)  

Faculty Commencement Speaker, UCI Law (2018) (selected by graduating class)  

PUBLICATIONS 

   Law Review Articles & Essays 

Persisting Sovereignties, 170 UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LAW REVIEW 549 (2022) (with Eric Biber & 
Elena Kempf) 

Responsibility Sharing within Borders, 110 CALIFORNIA LAW REVIEW 873 (2022) 

Empire in Equity, 97 NOTRE DAME LAW REVIEW 1985 (2022) 

- Invited contribution to annual Federal Courts, Practice and Procedure issue 

Percolation’s Value, 73 STANFORD LAW REVIEW 363 (2021) (with Michael Coenen) 

- Download of the Week, Legal Theory Blog (June 5, 2021) 

Tribalism and Democracy, 62 WILLIAM & MARY LAW REVIEW 431 (2020) 

Theorizing Transnational Fiduciary Law, 5 U.C. IRVINE J. INT’L TRANSNAT’L & COMP. L. 1 (2020) 
(with Gregory Shaffer) 

The New Public Standing, 71 STANFORD LAW REVIEW 1229 (2019) 

- Reviewed by Fred O. Smith, Jr., Assessing the Rise of the Governmental Plaintiff, JOTWELL (Oct. 20, 2020) 

The Private Rights of Public Governments, 94 NOTRE DAME LAW REVIEW 2091 (2019) 

- Invited contribution to annual Federal Courts, Practice and Procedure issue 

The Thirteenth Amendment and Self-Determination, 104 CORNELL LAW REVIEW ONLINE 88 (2019) 

- Invited contribution to symposium issue 

Global Dimensions of Indigenous Self-Determination, 2019 UCLA INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ JOURNAL OF LAW, 
CULTURE & RESISTANCE 1 

- Invited introduction to symposium issue 
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The Constitution of Our Tribal Republic, 65 UCLA LAW REVIEW 4 (2018) 

- Invited contribution to symposium issue 

The Private Law State, 63 MCGILL LAW JOURNAL 727 (2018) 

- Invited contribution to symposium issue 

State Standing for Equality, 79 LOUISIANA LAW REVIEW 147 (2018) 

- Invited contribution to symposium issue 

State Remedies for Human Rights, 98 BOSTON UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 397 (2018) (with Christopher A. 
Whytock) 

- Reviewed by Adam N. Steinman, Human Rights Litigation and the States, JOTWELL (May 21, 2018) 

American Colonialism and Constitutional Redemption, 105 CALIFORNIA LAW REVIEW 1751 (2017) 

- Reviewed by Bethany Berger, Can the Constitutional Sin of Colonialism Be Redeemed?, JOTWELL (Jul. 6, 
2018) 

Minor Courts, Major Questions, 70 VANDERBILT LAW REVIEW 777 (2017) (with Michael Coenen) 

- Featured by Notice & Comment 

Standing Doctrine’s State Action Problem, 91 NOTRE DAME LAW REVIEW 585 (2015) 

- Reviewed by Sergio J. Campos, Standing (in) for the Government, JOTWELL (Apr. 14, 2015) 

Equal Sovereignty as a Right Against a Remedy, 76 LOUISIANA LAW REVIEW 83 (2015) 

- Invited essay for LSU Law Center’s “The Voting Rights Act at 50:  The Past, Present, and Future of the 
Right to Vote” symposium 

Implied Public Rights of Action, 114 COLUMBIA LAW REVIEW 1 (2014) 

- Winner of American Association of Law Schools Federal Courts Section Best Article Award for 2014 

- 
 

Cited in RICHARD H. FALLON, JR. ET AL., HART & WECHSLER’S THE FEDERAL COURTS AND THE 

FEDERAL SYSTEM (2015-2016 supp.); CHARLES ALAN WRIGHT ET AL., FEDERAL PRACTICE AND 

PROCEDURE: JURISDICTION AND RELATED MATTERS (2016 supp.); GREGORY C. SISK, HORNBOOK ON 

LITIGATION WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT (2016); and STUART M. SPEISER ET AL., THE 

AMERICAN LAW OF TORTS (Mar. 2019) 

The False Promise of Fiduciary Government, 89 NOTRE DAME LAW REVIEW 1145 (2014) 

Presidential Government and the Law of Property, 2014 WISCONSIN LAW REVIEW 471 

Tribal Rights of Action, 45 COLUMBIA HUMAN RIGHTS LAW REVIEW 499 (2014) 
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Note, Conditional Preemption, Commandeering, and the Values of Cooperative Federalism, 108 COLUMBIA LAW REVIEW 

404 (2008) 

Books and Book Chapters 

FEDERAL COURTS IN CONTEXT (co-author; work in progress) (with Erwin Chemerinsky, Fred O. Smith, Jr., 
and Norman W. Spaulding) 

TRANSNATIONAL LEGAL ORDERS AND FIDUCIARY LAW (Cambridge University Press forthcoming 2023) (co-
author and editor) (co-author of introductory chapter and author of chapters entitled The Colonial Trust and 
The Public Trust as Transnational Law) (with Gregory Shaffer and Thilo Kuntz) 

COHEN’S HANDBOOK OF FEDERAL INDIAN LAW (2015, 2017, & 2019 supplements; revised 2023 edition in 
progress) (executive editor and co-author) 

Transnational Tort Litigation and Corporate Social Responsibility, in RESEARCH HANDBOOK ON ENVIRONMENTAL, 
SOCIAL, AND CORPORATE GOVERNANCE (Thilo Kuntz, ed.; work in progress) 

Implied Rights of Action and Judge-Made Remedies, in FEDERAL PRACTICE MANUAL (work in progress) 

Pluralism and the Public Trust, in FIDUCIARY GOVERNMENT (Evan J. Criddle et al., eds.) (Cambridge Univ. Press 
2018) 

WORKS IN PROGRESS  

Quasi-Fiduciaries  

Plenary Power(s)  

Public  Law as  Private Law  

Public Wrongs  

SELECTED COMMENTARY 

A Momentous Change May Be Upon the Supreme Court, WASHINGTON POST (June 26, 2019) (with Leah Litman) 

Trump Can’t Force “Sanctuary Cities” to Enforce His Deportation Plans, WASHINGTON POST (Dec. 22, 2016) (with 
Erwin Chemerinsky and Annie Lai) 

Notice & Comment, Yale Journal on Regulation and ABA Section of Administrative Law & Regulatory Practice 
(co-author of D.C. Circuit Review - Reviewed) 

The FinReg Blog, Global Financial Markets Center, Duke University School of Law (guest contributor with 
Greg Shaffer) 

Take Care (guest contributor) 

PrawfsBlawg (guest contributor) 

American Constitution Society Blog (guest contributor) 

SELECTED AMICUS BRIEFS  

Patchak v. Zinke, No. 16-498 (U.S. Supreme Court), Brief Amici Curiae of Federal Courts and Federal Indian  
Law Scholars  (co-author and signatory)  

- Cited by Patchak v. Zinke, 138 S. Ct. 897 (2018) (Breyer, J.) 

Little Sisters of the Poor Saints Peter and Paul Home v. Pennsylvania, Nos. 19-431 & 19-454 (U.S. Supreme Court), 
Brief of Legal Scholars as Amici Curiae in Support of Respondents (co-author and signatory) 
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Texas v. Kleinert, No. 17-299 (U.S. Supreme Court), Brief Amici Curiae of Constitutional Law, Criminal Law, 
and Federal Courts Scholars (author and signatory) 

Coventry Health Care of Missouri, Inc. v. Nevils, Brief Amici Curiae of Constitutional and Administrative Law 
Scholars, No. 16-149 (U.S. Supreme Court) (co-author and signatory) 

Penobscot Nation v. Frey, Nos. 16-1424 et seq. (1st Circuit), Brief Amici Curiae of Current and Former Co-Chairs 
and Vice-Chairs of the Bipartisan Congressional Native American Caucus (author) 

Brackeen v. Zinke, No. 18-11479 (5th Circuit), Brief of Administrative Law and Constitutional Law Scholars 
(author and signatory) 

Blumenthal v. Trump, No. 19-5237 (D.C. Circuit), Brief of Amici Curiae Administrative Law, Constitutional Law, 
and Federal Courts Scholars (author and signatory) 

City of Oakland v. B.P. P.L.C., No. 18-6663 (9th Circuit), Brief of Legal Scholars as Amici Curiae in Support of 
Plaintiffs-Appellants (author and signatory) 

California v. Azar, Nos. 18-1515 et seq. (9th Circuit), Brief of Administrative Law Professors (author and 
signatory) 

City of Chicago v. Sessions, No. 1:17-cv-5720 (N.D. Ill.), Amici Curiae Brief of Administrative Law, Constitutional 
Law, and Immigration Law Scholars (co-author and signatory) 

COURSES TAUGHT 

University of California, Berkeley School of Law: Torts (JD and LLM), Federal Indian Law, Constitutional 
Law and Colonialism, Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Case (seminar on legal thought) 

University of California, Irvine School of Law: Administrative Law, Property, Federal Indian Law, Law and 
Social Movements Colloquium, Critical Legal Thought 

Harvard Law School: Torts (Spring 2022), Constitutional Law and Colonialism (Spring 2022), Legal Research 
& Writing (2011-2014) 

INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE 

University of California, Berkeley School of Law 
University: Chancellor’s Steering Committee for the Native American Initiative (2021-present); Chancellor’s 

Native American Advisory Committee (2021-present); Hearst Museum Faculty Advisory Committee 
(2021-present); Director, Tribal Cultural Resources Project (2020-present); UC Advisory Group on 
Cultural Affiliation and Repatriation of Native American Human Remains and Cultural Items (2019-2021); 
UC Berkeley NAGPRA Advisory Committee (2019-2021); VCEI Native American Advisory Council 
(2018-2020) 

Law School: Faculty Appointments Committee (2019-2021); Employee Engagement Committee (2019-
2021); Equity & Inclusion Committee (2018-2019); Faculty Advisor, Native American Law Students 
Association 

University of California, Irvine School of Law 
Academic Affairs/Curriculum Committee (2014-2015, Fall 2015); Admissions Committee (2016-2017, 2017-
2018 (committee chair)); Intellectual Life Committee (Fall 2015); Advisory Committee, The Center on Law, 
Equality and Race; Advisory Committee, The Center for Land, Environment, and Natural Resources; 
Affiliated Faculty, Center on Globalization, Law, and Society; Affiliated Faculty and Graduate Student 
Advisor, UCI Center in Law, Society, and Culture; Faculty Advisor, Native American and Indigenous Law 
Students Association 

Harvard Law School 
Faculty Advisor, Native American Law Students Association (2011-2014) 
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EDITORIAL AND PEER REVIEW WORK 

Editor, Law & Social Inquiry (2018-2020) 

Reviewer, Law & Social Inquiry  

Reviewer, Yale Law Journal  

Reviewer, Harvard Law Review  

Reviewer,  Stanford Law Review  

Reviewer, University of Chicago Law  Review  

Reviewer, New York University Law Review  

Reviewer, California Law  Review  

PRESENTATIONS, LECTURES, AND CONFERENCE ORGANIZATION 

Conference, Colloquia, and Workshop Organization 

Environmental, Social, and  Corporate Governance, Bucerius Law School, April 2022  

-  Assisted with organization of conference, which is co-sponsored by the Miller Institute for Global  
Challenges and the Law, University of California, Berkeley School of Law  

Refugees and  Responsibility Sharing, University of California, Berkeley School of Law, California  Law Review  
Symposium, April 2021  

- Co-organizer of symposium on cutting-edge issues concerning the rights of refugees and the 
responsibilities of host states.  

Federal Courts at the Border, Federal  Courts Section, AALS Annual Meeting, January 2020  

- Organizer of panel  discussion  amongst federal courts and  immigration  law scholars on legal issues  
facing federal courts at U.S. borders.  

Transnational Fiduciary Law, UCI Law, September 2019  

- Co-organizer of symposium  on transnational aspects of fiduciary law, bringing together scholars from   
around the world from  both common law and civil law countries.  

Native Nations Protecting Coastal Lands and  Waters in California,  UCI Law, November 2016  

- Assisted, under the aegis of UCI Law’s CLEANR, with the  planning of a convening of California’s   
Coastal Native Nations to  discuss Tribal coastal and marine protection goals.  

World Indigenous Law Conference, Irvine, CA, October 2016  

- Assisted, under  the aegis of UCI Law’s GLAS, with the planning of  an international conference to    
discuss  Indigenous Law.  

Courts as Agencies, Co-Organizer and Roundtable Moderator, Law and Society  Association Annual Conference,  
June 2016  
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Investing for  Environmental Justice in Indian Country, UCI CLEANR, Oct. 23, 2015  

- Co-organizer of workshop roundtable on best principles for investing for energy development and   
environmental justice in Indian Country.  

Junior Federal Courts Workshop, UCI Law, September 11-12, 2015  

- Organized Eighth Annual Junior  Federal Courts Workshop, bringing together  leading federal courts  
experts  with junior scholars presenting their work.  

Native American and Indigenous Studies Colloquia Series, UCI,  2014-2015   

- 
 

Co-organizer of year-long colloquia series  bringing leading Native American and Indigenous studies  
scholars  to UCI, as  part of campus wide effort to build  NAIS at UCI.  

Tribal Courts and the Federal System, Harvard Law School, November 8-9, 2012  

- Organizer and co-host of conference on civil  and criminal jurisdiction of  Indian Tribes and tribal  courts 
in the federal system.  

Selected Presentations, Lectures, and Invited Commentary 

Trust in the Empire’s Law, Keynote Address, European Transoceanic Encounters and Exchanges Conference, 
Jean Monnet Network, May 2022 

Transnational Tort Litigation and Corporate Social Responsibility, Presenter, ESG Conference, Bucerius Law School, 
April 2022 

Empire in Equity, Presenter, Faculty Workshop, William & Mary Law School, April 2022 

Empire in Equity, Presenter, Notre Dame Law Review Annual Federal Courts, Practice & Procedure 
Symposium, Notre Dame Law School, February 2022 

The Shifting Sands of Standing Doctrine, Panelist, Administrative Law Conference, ABA Section of Administrative 
Law and Regulatory Practice, November 2021 

Theorizing Transnational Fiduciary Law, Presenter, Faculty Workshop, University of California, Irvine School of 
Law, June 2021 

Uncooperative Presidentialism in a Federal System: Some Lessons from the COVID-19 Pandemic, Presenter, Clifford 
Symposium 27: Civil Litigation in a Post-Covid World, DePaul University College of Law, June 2021 

Persisting Sovereignties, Presenter, Law and Society Association Annual Conference, May 2021 

Commenter, Transnational Fiduciary Law panel, Law and Society Association Annual Conference, May 2021 

Responsibility Sharing in a Federal System, Presenter, California Law Review Symposium: Refugees and Responsibility-
Sharing, University of California, Berkeley School of Law, April 2021 

Colonial Properties, Lecturer, Harold S. Shefelman Distinguished Endowed Lecture, University of Washington 
School of Law, February 2021 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY
SANTA BARBARA SANTA CRUZBERKELEY • •‘’DAVIS IRVINE LOS ANGELES MERCED  RIVERSIDE  SAN DIEGO SAN FRANCISCO

September 23, 2022

California Native Heritage Commission
1550 Harbor Blvd, Suite 100
West Sacramento, CA 95961
NAHC@nahc.ca.gov
Cc: Raymond C. Hitchcock, Executive Secretary'

Dear Members of the Commission:

As of August 15th, 2022 Associate Professor Beth Piatote of UC Berkeley resigned her position as a 
university member on the UC Berkeley campus NAGPRA Implementation Committee, leaving one spot 
empty. We would like to move as quickly as possible to fill the vacancy so that the committee can 
continue to proceed with discussions of current repatriation cases/claims and recommendations on 
campus NAGPRA processes. We anticipate a surge of activity this semester, since we sent out 
inventories and summaries to California Tribes and continue to have several claims in preparation for 
submission. I hope that you will be able to assist us in expediting the process of appointing a new 
university member.

We consulted the remaining members of the campus Implementation Committee, polled the individuals 
nominated previously, and contacted potential new UC nominees in the attempt to find someone willing 
and able to serve. We are fortunate that Professor Seth Davis, in the UC Berkeley School of Law has 
agreed to serve if appointed. Professor Davis is an ideal person to fill this role; his professional legal 
work focuses on the sovereignty and human rights of Indigenous Peoples with a teaching focus on 
Federal Indian Law that includes NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA. He has a strong commitment to Native 
Nations on issues of Tribal sovereignty, and has founded the Tribal Cultural Resources Project at UC 
Berkeley, with a generous grant from the NAHC.

Seth has played an integral role in the implementation of NAGPRA policy and processes on our campus 
and in the UC system. He served on the UC Berkeley NAGPRA Advisory Committee from 2019-2020 
that was re-formed by Vice Chancellor Randy Katz in order to strongly promote swift repatriation and 
return of ancestors and sacred belongings. Professor Davis also served on the UC systemwide Advisory 
Group on Cultural Affiliation and Repatriation of Native American Human Remains and Cultural Items 
from 2019-2021.

The current NAGPRA Implementation Committee would benefit greatly from his service, and I hope 
you will give him your consideration.

I am attaching Professor Davis’s references and statement. Please feel free to contact me (info below) in 
my capacity as the Chancellor’s NAGPRA Designee. Current committee members Phoenicia Bauerle

mailto:NAHC@nahc.ca.gov


and Sabrina Agarwal would also be pleased to talk with you and answer any questions you may have. 
Here is their contact information: Phenocia Bauerle (Director, Native American Student Development. 
UC Berkeley, Redacted. Sabrina Agarwal (Professor of Anthropology and Chair
of UC Berkeley NAGPRA Implementation Committee. Redacted. 

With sincere respect and thanks, 

Christine Treadway. Assistant Chancellor 
Government and Community Relations 
Office of the Chancellor 

Redacted. 
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