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Fraxcisco, Baturday, March 1, 1862,
The Pms::n pro tem. called the Senate to order
at eleven o'clock, Messrs. Merritt, Thomas and Watt
being absent.
A peth&:: was received from Donahue & Rosa iz re-
Jation to the attachment law, and favoring the adoption
of the bill of Mr. Van Dyke.

REPORTS,

. REopes, from the Judiciary Committee, reporied
hvuornbly ol:" Senate Bill No. 108, in relation p‘: the
Homestead A

ct.

Several claims were reported by Mr. Parks,

Mr. InwiN presented the account of James Arn
& Co., which was ordered paid.

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN reported, without recommend=tion,
Senate Bill No. 218—An Act for the relief of the con.

s upon the foundation and b t walls of the

1 building at Sacramento, which was referred to
the Judiciary Committee, who have another bill of the
same nature under consideration,

Mr. HarrivaN reported favorably on fenate bill to
authorize the Board of Supervisors of Placer county to
levy a special tax, which, on his motion, was read a

time and passed under sion of the rules.

Mr, Perkiys, from the Finance Committee, reported
favorably on Senate Bill No. 120—An Act to release cer-
tain claims on the part of the State.

Mr, KiupaLy, from the Committee on Elections, re-
ported in favor of allowing the witnesses in the Mono
contested election case $400 each, which was adopted.
The items were:

thony

652 miles travel, fees at 20 cents. . ... ... . ... $130 00
Expenses over and here.. ... .. ... ... 105 00
13 days attendance, at $3 perday............. 39 00
Expenses back—ten days—at $6. ... 60 00
Horse keepingat Folsom.. .. ....... 21 00
Horse days—at 81 50 per day........ 45 00

$400 00

A resolution was adopted ordering the amount to be

Mr. 8ouLk, from the Commiitee on Commerce and
Navigation, reported favorably on Senate Bill No. 125,
ﬁ ;"emmlnmen5 ded the indefinite postponement of Senate

0. 215.

" The PRESIDEST appointed Messrs, De Long, Merritt
and Gaskell ag Joint Committee on the part of the Sen-
ate in relation to the disagreement with the House on
the 8wamp Land Transfer bill,

Assembly Bill relative to Buperintendent of Common
Bchools in the counties of Tehama and Mono was refer-
red to the delegations from Tehama and Mono,

Assembly C: rent Resol , in rel to open-
ing bids for the translation of laws into Spanish, was
ado

The Union resolutions, which were made the special
order for to-day, were deferred, on motion of Mr. Warm-
castle, to Thureday next at half past eleven o’clock.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS,

The following bills were introduced, read twice and
referred as Indicated :

By Mr. DENVER—An Act {0 repea. section eleven of
an Act to provide revenue for the support of the Gov-
ernment of this State,

Mr. DENVER moved that the rules be suspended and

associa-
tion was chartered, but he had never heard it denied
before. Last year he heard no less than fifty speeches
on the subject.
The bill was indefinitely postponed by the following
vote :
Ayes—Burnell, Chamberlain, Denver, De Long, Doll,
Harriman, Heacock, Holden, inﬂn, Kutz, Lewis, Oul-
ton, Parks, Powers, Quint, Van Dyke, Warmcastle,
Watt—18,
Noes—Crane, Gaskell, Hathaway, Kimball, Merritt,
Perkine, Porter, Rhodes, Shafter, Soule, Williamson—11.
On motion of Mr. WArMCASTLE, Assembly Bill No.
115—An Act to provide for the construction and main-
tenance of a wharf in Contra Costa county—was taken
up and p

assed,
Senate Bill No. 87— An Act to authorize the construc-

amended, read a third time and passed under suspen-
slen of the rules,

Senate Bill No. 109—An Act to provide for the con-
struction of a wharf at a point de on the
southerly bank of the San Joaquin river [near Bacon
house]—was read a third time and passed

Senate Bill No. 1983—An Act to amend an Act to
regulate proceedings in civil cases—was indefinitely
postponed.

Senate Bill No. 197—An Act to amend section 27 of
an Act to regulate proceedings in civil cases—was read

third time and
. Mr. Ruopes introduced 2 bill for the relief of the
heirs of Abraham De Lure, deceased, which was referred
to the Finance Committee, :

Senate Bill No, 191—An Act to regulate proceedings
in civil cases, was read a third time and passed.

Senate Bill No. 204—An Act to appoint new Commis-
sioners of War Debt was indefinitely postponed.

Senate Bill No, 20—An Act to authorize the officerr of
Visalia Lodge of Masons to sell and convey certain
property, was read a third time and passed.

fenate Bill No, 205—An Act to authorize Joshua
Hendy and others to construct booms on the Navarro
river, Mendocino county, was considered in Committee
of the Whole, read a time and passed under a
suspension of the rules,

Senate Bill No. 226—An Act toamend an Act to regu-
late feee in office in certain ¢ ocunties of this State
[merely placing the county of Lake among the others],
was read a third time and d, under ion of
the rules, .

Senate Bill No 287—An Act to authorize Jose Lorenzo
Pina to sell and convey real estate, was read a third
time and p. d under gusp of the rules,

Mr. QuiNT introduced a bill for an Act to grant to
Jamee H. and Charles J. Dearing the right to construct
a bridge or bridges across the Tuolumne river, which
was read twice and referred to the Tuclumne delega-
tion.

Senate Biil No. 207—An Act to amend an Act rexﬁ:—
lating proceedings in civil casa&relaﬁng to Spanish in-
terpreters in the southern counties], was ordered to a
third reading.

Senate Bill No. 202—An Act relative to the office of
State Treasurer [allowing an extra clerk at $1,200]—
was considered in Committee of the Whole,

Mr. Dexver said the additional clerk was entirely un-

P

ibe bill passed. He said there was no gity for any
such number of clerks in the Controller’s office as pro-
vided in that section, Lost, and referred to the Com-

mittee on Finance,

By Mr. CrANE—An Act granting to certain parties
the right to establish and maintain a ferry between the
Island of Yerba Buena and the city of San Francisco,
1o construct a railroad, etc. To Alameda delegation.

By Mr. GaskelL—An Act to appropriate money for
the relief of destitute females in the State of California.
To the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. HoLbeEN—An Act to authorize Joshua Hendy,
H_B. Dishner and R. G. Bixley to construct a wharf at

outh of the Navarro river, Mendocino county. To
the Committee on Commerce and Navigation,

Mr. De LoxG moved to take up the resolution in re-
lation to Governor Downey’s military appointments,
now |o unfinished business, for the purpose of making
it the special order for a future day.

The resolution was lost, by a vote of ayes 13, noes 9,

requiring a two-thirds vote.
Mr. GALLAGHER suggested that Mr. De Long had
made a mistake. Yesterday he was in favor of the

resolution, and now he voted against it.
. THE GENERAL FILE,

Senate Bill No. 121—An Act to amend an Act to
legalize and provide for the collection of delinquent
taxes in the counties of this State [to enable the District
Attorney to institute suits in relation to errors of Asses-
#ors]—was read a third time and passed.

Senate Bill No. 174—An Act for the reiief of E. B.
Ryan, Assessor of the City and County of Sacramento
—was read a third time and passed,

Senate Bill No. 164—An Act to authorize the Gov-
ernor of the State of California to convey certain real
estate [a water lot in San Francisco sold by Samuel
Barron to Mre, Martha Cunningham, but without grant-
Ing a deed]—wasread a third time and passed,

nate Bill No. 192—An Act to fix the compensation

of the Board of Supervisors of the city and county of

Ban Prancisco—was made
day next.

Assembly Bill No. 116—An Act to provide for the
construction and maintenance of a wharf in Contra
Costa county—was considered for final passage, read a
third time and passed ; but as an amendment attached
10 it had not been read, the Chair pronounced the ac-
tion irregular, and the bill was returned to the file,

8enate Bill No. 184—An Act to pay the claim of Geo.
E. Drew was placed on the file for Monday next.

Senate Bill—To provide revenue for the support of
the Government of thig State—[in relation to brokesr®
licenges, and amending eection 15 of said Act, €0 as to
divide all persons doing busi into six ¢l , from
from $200,000 per quarter to $3,000 per quarter, the
lil!cenm to be paid for accordingly]—was read by sec-

ons,

Mr. PerrINg eaid many of the brokerage officesin the

ultural counties did not do business enough to be-
paying the present tax.

Mr. DoLy said the only change was adding the sixth
class, composed of brokers doing business at from $3,000
10 850,000 per quarter, being intended to obviate the
necesgity of branch offices taking out licenseg,

The bill was read a third time and passed.

Senate Bill No. 166—An Act to exempt from taxation
charitable institutions and seminaries of learning in
the county of Los Angeles, with a recommendation in
fa“:i of indefinite postponement, was indefinitely post-
pouned.

8enate Bill No, 172—An
of salt marsh and tide lan
tee of the Whole,

Mr. PARks sald the intention of the bill was to sus
pend the interest of all the swamp and overflowed lands
for one year. Persons owning this land had in many

<ases pald interest for seven or eight years, and had
not reaped any benefit, Th ittee thought it the
only tangible bill for th e sufferers yet in-
troduced.

the special order for Wednes-

Act to relleve the purchasers
ds was congidered in Commit-

e
€ relief of th

Mr. De LoNG wished to know whether it was for the
relief of persons who had paid one dollar, instead of
one hundred dollars, per acre for good land. He said
the amount paid for this land was all paid back by the
Government into % fund for reclaiming this land, so that

I

Mr. BURNELL thought it very bad policy to get up a
reform one Winter and abolish it the next. Retrench-
ment was necessary, and two clerks could easily per-
form all the duties of that Department.

Mr. Perk1xs said he did not believe Mr. Ashley would
ack for an additional clerk unless it were positively neces-
sary. It was not stated that a clerk would be needed
all the time.

Mr. Wart moved to strike out $1,200 and insert $600.

Mr. MerrITT moved to ingert $150. Lost,

A frivolous debate occupied the time of the Senate
for an hour or more.

Mr. MErrITT moved {0 postpone the bill indefinitely,
which was carried—ayes 18, noes 6,

Senate adjourned at 8:40 p. m.

ASSEMBLY.

SAN FrANcisco, March 1, 1862,

The EreAxer called the House to order at eleven
o'clock. The roll was called and the following mem-
bers failed to respond: Messrs, Ames, Battles, Dana,
Dudley of Solano, Evey, Hoffman, Maclay, Meyers,
Reed, Reese, Teegarden, Van Zandt, Watson and Werk.
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.

The Speaxer laid before the House a communication
from the Board of Supervisors of the city and county
of Sar Francisco relative to street railways. Referred
to the 8an Francisco delegation.

ANOTHER ASSISTANT CLERK.

Mr. BrLL asked leave to offer 2 very necessary reso-
lution, and, objection being made, the rules were sus-
pended for that purpose. The resolution was read.

Resolved, That Dr. J. N. Hume be and is hereby em-
ployed to assist at the Clerk’s desk as a Copying Clerk,
at the per diem allowed by law for Copying Clerks.

Mr. GriSWoLD moved to amend by substituting the
name of Martin Rowan,

Mr. DopLey of Placer opposed the resolution, and a
long discussion followed in regard to the necessity of
additional clerical force, the propriety of this mode of
appointment and the relative merits of the parties
named, The debate was closed by the previous ques-
tion, and the amendment was carried on a division—
ayes, 22 ; noes, 18—but no quorum voting, the ayes and
noeg were called and resulted—ayes, 36; noes, 20. £o
the amendment was adopted. The ayes and noes were
d ded on the p ge of theresolution as amended,
and the resolution was adopted—ayes, 84 ; noes, 27.

Mr. DubLeY of Placer raised a question of order that
the resolution could not be adopted without a two-thirds
vote. Overruled.

Mr. DubLey said then he stood to a question of priv-
ilege, and read from a provislon of the statutes to the
effect that no additional Copying Clerk shall be ap-

ointed without a two-thirds vote of the house appoint-

ng.

Mr. TiLroN of Ran Francisco said the words * Copy-
ing Clerk ™ did not accur in the resolution,

Mr. HoAG moved to suspend the rules in order to offer
a resolution. Lost.

REPORTS,

Mr. Frasier, from the Committee on Education, re-
ported back as a substitute for Assembly Bills Nos. 160
and 167, an Act providing for the reading of Washing-
ton’s Farewell Address in the schools,

Mr. Moore, from the Committee on
ported back Senate Bill No, S4—
fences and herding of stock.

Mr, Fay, from the C ittee on Co ce and
Navigation, reported back Assembly Bill No. 78—An
Act to authorize Horace Cole and associates to gon-
struct a way over waters in the city and county of San
Francisco, with a substitute, and. a recommendation
that the substitute pass if the San Francisco delegation
desire its passage, -

Mr. BeLy, from the Judiciary Committee,
back Assembly Bill No, 127—An Act amendatory of an
Act to authorize the location of the town site of Cres-
cent City; also, Assemby Biil No, 105—An Act to
authorize the Administrator of the estate of Francis
Tryon, to sell real estate at private or public sale with-
out recommendation ; also, Assembly Bill No, 190—An
Act to authorize the Administrator of the estate of Dan-
iel B. Moseby to sell real estate ; also, Assembly Bill

Agriculture, re-
An Act relating to

reported

the parties had in the end nothing to pay for their land.
In the Summer these fields were valuable, while the
rest of the State was dry and arid,

Mr. Parks raid the gentleman entirely forgot that
the owners paid taxes for eight or ten years, while the
land lay open to the whole State, and no benefit was
gained from it. The bill was ordered engroszed.

Senate Bill No. 179—An Act to amend an Act creat-
ug a Board of Commissioners in each township of the
several counties of this State to regulate water courses
within their several limits—was read by gections,

Mr. Do said the present law applied ounly to a few
agricultural counties. Section 2 provided that elections
sbould be called for by the County Judge; the amend-
ment conferred the power on the Board of Superyisors,
The bill was read a third time and passed.

Sepate Bill No. 189—An Act to amend an Act to
regulate proceedings in civil cases [in relation to
foreclosure of mortgages], with a majority and minority
report from the Judiciary Committee—was considered
in Committee of the Whole.
Mr. RuoDES gaid the majorlty of the Committee re-
rrhd in favor of indefinite postponemernt. He thought

should be postponed upon grounds of public policy.
The lender and borrower of money would be made very
intimate until the borrower got into a tight place, when
the lender could shut down and take the real estate for
ever, It would work hardship in many cases.

Mr. OraNe defended the bill. It simply provided
that parties cculd make such contracts between them-
gelves as they pleased.

Mr. De LoNG thought Mr. Rhodes' objections were
not serious, and would vote for the bill.

Mr. DoiL thought it would lessen the rate of interest
upon bonds and mortgages by removing difficulties and
inconveniencies growing out of foreclosure of mort-
gages, which were generally taken into consideration
when the loan was made.

Mr. OuLtoN gaid the bill cut off the redemption of
mortgages on real estate, and was an enemy to the
farmer. The time of redemption was already shorter
in California than in any other State.

Mr. REoDES said the mortgagor and morigagee might
make such contracts among themselves, but not to be
able to bind a subsequent mortgagee.,

Mr. DoLL said the opponents of this bill had a more
earnest care for the subsequent incumbrancer than for
the mortﬁxgor himself. He felt more desirous to legis-
late for the benefit of the mortgagor,

Mr. Warr thought the law as it stood now gave suffi-
cient power to the money lender. He hoped it might
be indefinitely postponed.

The IDENT gaid it cut off the statutory power to
redeem, which was of great importance, It ought to be
postponed for that reason if for no other,

The bill was indefinitely postponed.

Senate Bill No. 190—An Act to amend an Act regu-
lating proceedings in Courts of justice—was read a
third time and passed.

Mr. Hateaway called up Assembly Bill No. 156—An
Act to provide for the election of a Board of Supervisors
in the county of San Mateo, which was rcad a third time
and passed,

Senate Bill No. 192—An Act to amend an Act regulat-
ing proceedings in civil cases [exempting $200 worth of

grain or vegetables]—was read a third time and

THE AUCTIONEERS’ BILL.

Mr. Perkixs called up Senate Bill No. 120—An Act to
certain claims on the part of the State, being a
te from the Finance Committee, with a pro-

wieo that all costs which the State has paid out in pro-
secution the pory be liquidated ’mm.

Mr. REODES moved to reinstate the allowance of £500

for costs and expenses as provided in the original biil,

Mr. Dow said the friends of this bill, he understood,

wanted nothing more than to have the bill reported
'b::k. They robably supposed they had a majority in

PERKINS said he had never heard any such state-
m He was b;e& satisfied the moneys had never
received TE,

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN said he catisfy
been received. A friena vl&o :lgom he, :ﬂam w?l?tn‘: tlli‘f
Perkins, gl::;d'elvgorg. day, had stated positively that he
Mr. PeriNssaid he had never obtained

Mr. Warr said as he could
these auctioneers without shaving the State. he moved
that the bill be indefinitely postponed. If they had
been law abiding, the suits would never have been
made, -

Mr. PARKS moved to recomuuit,

MezriTr said they elther meant to release the
or not, and recommitment would not help
1e decide.

Mr, Dexves eaid there was 2 mistake in the of

No. 383—An Act to authorize the Administrator of the
estate of Joseph B, Wells to sell real estate at private
gale, with a recommendation that the bill do not pass;
also, Asserably Bill No. 159—An Act to annex the coun.
ty of Contra Costa to the Fourth Judicial district ; also
Senate Biil No. 14—An Act
ley to sell certain real

|

Buchananto sell and dispose of real estate and chat.
tels real, with a recommendation that it be postponed
indefinitely ; also, Senate Bill No. 158—An Act to
amend an Act to regulate proceedings in civil cases
inICouns of Justice, etc., with a favorable recommend;
ation,

Mr. MacHIy, from the Committee on Corporations,
reported back Senate Bill No, 29—An Act to amend an
Act concerning corporations, and the several Acts
amendatory and supplementary thereto,

Mr. Avery, from the Enroliing Comumittee, reported
correctly enrolled and handed to the Governor this
morning, Assembly Bill No, 102—An Act to authorize
the levy of a special tax in the count y of Contra Costa
for the establishment and maintenance of roads and
bridges; No. 146—An Act concerning the government
of the city of Marysville.

einh PPEES, BILLE, |

n motion o Y. LTON of San Al
i Fmif TO! San Francisco, Assembly
Board of Supervisors in the county of fan Mateo, was
taken up under suspension of the rules, and passed.

On motion of the same, Assembly Bill No. 162—An
Act to submit the question of the removal of the county
seat of Yolo coun
taken up.

The bill was amended on motion of Mr, Hoag, =0 as
to require the Board of Supervisors to appoint the offi-

March.

[The bill provides for a special election on the 21st of
April, to vote upon the question of removal of the
county seat from Washington to Woodland.}

Some debate took place on the details of the bill, |
after which the bill was considered
suspension of the rules, and passed. |

SACRAMENTO BOATMEN. |

Mr. HniLyer reported from the Committee on Public

Expenditures and Accounts,

|

flood at Sacramento.” The bil
for that purpose having been
report resolutions paying all the boatmen employed out |
of the Contingent Fund of the A bly, and r

to authorize Charles Lind- |
property of his children, without |
recommendation ; also, S8enate Bill No. 113—An Act to |
amend an Act to authorize the guardian of Minna C. :

to provide for the election of a |
| bill and

ty to the qualified voters thereof, was |

engrossed under |

on the subject of paying | rise to acrimonious feelings, agitation and angry litiga-

boatmen employed by the Sergeant-at-Arms during the | tion, and an injunction had been granted against the
e % ﬁemmng appropr!afions lega‘(ees of that will on the ground of fraud and per-
defeated, the Committee | jury.

ind- | 1
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Section three provides that it shall not be necessary for
the Attorney in filing an information for an
escheat, to verify the same, or any

or in the case used as an
h;:’d&:epa in the case, but such
sequent

et cadlg o aper Sl tave e e St

5 ? because he is acting
under the solemnity of his officiai oath, as the sworn
legal representative of the State.

Section four provides that the District Court shall
have full power in all cases to set aside a will
obtained by fraud or undue influence, and to de-
clare null and void any paper purporting to be
a will and testament, upon the ground of
fraud and forgery, and to set aside a decree of any
Probate Court, admitting to probate any supposed will,
when such decree has been obtained by fraud, conceal-
ment or perjury, and to establish a willlost or destroyed.
That ge an admirable section, and contains the |
sum and substance of what is to be reached by !
the passage of the Act — giving the District Court
equity jurisdiction to set aside and declare nuil and
void any paper purporting to be a last will and testa-
ment, upon the ground of fraud, forgery, perjury, con-
cealment, etc., and establish a will lost or destroyed.
The laws now governing probated wills provide that af-
ter a will has been prohated, and a certain time has
elapsed thereafter, it is impossible, under existing law,

for my'
sub-

< } i bate Court, even if it can
tion of a wharf on the southerly bank of the San Joa- | to affect the action of the Prol .
] quin—was considered in Committee of the Whole,, be shown,

without any doubt, that the paper
that has been probated is a fraud and a forg-
ery. You might feo}:vict. the _putles& fchgna:g:
under a forged will for forgery, perjury and frau

you might send them to State Prison for their crimes,
but they would still, under existing law, have the bene-
fits of the forged paper, and get all they claimed under
it, because it is impossible to affect the final action of
the Probate Court, There are parties fighting this bill
who are interested as claimante, or heirs under a will
purporting to be the last will and testament of D. C.
Broderick, but which has been declared by one of the
most honored Judges of the State as a palpable forgery
on ite face, leaving out all evidence that was submitted
to prove it such. I don’t know whether this law, if
passed, will reach that case, or not, but I trust in God it
may, so that that matter can be sifted to the bottom,
1t is competent for us to pass remedial measures, It is
done every day—every dment that is p to

the civil and criminal Practice Acts of this State, affects

when it becomes a law, all cases pending in the Courts.

Why, we passed a law the other day declaring jury

verdicts that were obtained by chance null and void,

and that law will affect cages now pending—Donner vs,

Palmer, and some others, Mr, Speaker, I don't profess

to know much about law, there never being a bump of
that profession in my family, but it seems to me, sir,

that ﬁthat bill becomes a law, it will be one of the best
enacted this eession. I hope the bill will pass.

Mr. KexpiLr moved to amend, by adding at the end
of section four: *‘Provided, that nothing containedin
this Act shall in any manner affect any action or pro-
ceeding now pending in any of the Courts of this State,
or any estates now in couree of administration.” In
regard to this bill he had to say that he was not a law-
yer nor the son of a lJawyer, but simply a delver in the
earth; but he claimed to have common sense, and
therefore desired to call attention to the defects and
enormities of this bill, The friends of the measure
said this was to be a general law, but he thought it had
a retroactive effect. Every man who had read the Con-
stitution knew that the doctrine in regard to ex post
facto laws did not apply in civil cases; thercfore he
thought there could be no objection to the proviso
allowing cases already existing, and cases now under
probate, to be settled by the laws under which
they had grown up. The bill without this
would have a retroactive effect upon such cases,
so that the Legislature would be usurping the
province of judicial tribunals. There was no
doubt that this bill, under the guise of a general law,
was intended o have a direct efflect upon the estate of
the late D. C. Broderick. That was common talk in the
streets, and it was admitted before the Judiciary Com-
mittee by counsel urging the passage of the bill. He
hoped the House would not arrogate the rights of the
judiciary. Admwit, for the sake of argument, that the
will wae a forgery and a monstrous fraud, would two
wrongs make a right? He hoped the amendment would
pase, and let the law apply as a general law only to
cases arising hereafter. He hoped all doubt and ambi-
guity would in, that way be obviated, for without the
amendment the bill was darkness and confusion.

Mr. WiigHT £aid it was a question now in the minds
of the most eminent Judges, whether the District Courts
had chancery powers to bring up a case which had been
effected by fraud or perjury. The object of this bill
was to give the District Courts that power if they had
it not already. In other States there were Courts of
equity, which bad cognizance of all such cases of fraud
and perjury. It was in Courts of equity—that kind
that Mansfield became eminent in—by taking upon
himself the lofty privilege of supplying the wants of the
lex seripta, that he rendered the greatest service to
mankind. He hoped there would be no amend-
ment of the kind proposed. If there had
been perjury, and deep and damnable villainy
in the case of the Broderick estate, give the Courts
power to disclose that villainy and interpose in behalf
of justice. He denied that this was an ex post facto
law. It merely gave the Courts jurisdiction where it
ought to have such jurisdiction. If the Broderick case
was reeking with concealment, fraud and perjury, jus-
tice demanded that that perjury should be ferreted out.
Surely, men having honest intentions would not object
to having that done, for the honor of the State and the
vindication of public justice,

Mr. S8aanNox said he was in favor of the amendment
and opposed to the bill upon general principles. It
would only have the effect of licensing litigation after a
subject had been disposed of. It would do nothing but
harm, or, at all events, the remedy would be worse
than the disease. This passing general laws for the
sake of meeting special cases was the great evil of legis-
lation in California. Taking it for granted that the
Broderick Will was a forgery, and yet the bill would do
no good. There would be legal heirs found, or there
would be bills for legal services amounting to $5,000 or
$10,000, or more, which would more than swallow up
the estate in the end. Besides, the establishment of this
rule would lead to endless and ruinous litigation. He
hoped the bill would not pass.

Mr, MorrisoN said he would not intimate that the
wisdom of the Legislature of California was not equal
to anything, but still he thought there were important

{ features in that bill which demanded grave considera-

tion. It would prevent the final settlement. of wills so

long as that Act stood. There would be no security for
titles acquired through wills so long as litigation upon
them was possible. It had been said that serious frauds
had been committed in the Broderick case, and that
therefore this bill was necessary in order that crime
might be punished. But he knew that innocent parties
would be made to suffer through the operation of the
law—men who could have nothing to do with any fraud
of the kind. Mr. Kendall's amendment he thought
would remove some of the gravest objections, but the
bill would even then require careful considerrtion,

Mr. IrwiN said he was opposed to arrogating the
right to adjudicate as well as to legislate. They had
passed a bill, involving a similar objection, yesterday.
Whether the laws on this subject were proper and ample
was not the question, but he believed that the Legisla-
ture had noright to interfere, directly or indirectly, with
rights existing under those existing laws. If, accord-
ing to existing laws under which the Broderick will case
came into Court, parties acquired certain rights,
he thought these were of the nature of vested
rights which the Legislature had no xight to interfere
with. Lord Mansfield and the English Chancery Courts
had been referred to, but if people wanted an admira-
ble illustration and commentary on the working of that
Court, let them read Dickens’ story of Jarndyce vs,
Jarndyce. Was it worth-while to establish that long,
interminable system in this country ¥ It was not o im.

i tice should be done to every man, as that the titles to
| property should be fixed and reliable. He was there-

fore in favor of a further amendment limiting the time
| beyond which the process of reopening and unsettling

of titles should cease. There should be a fixed time
beyond which there should be no possibility of disturb-
ing titles. He hoped, if gentlemen had regard for the
interest and welfare of the State, they would put their
foot upon the measure,

Mr. SeAToN said he understood the object and aim of
this bill was to do exactly what the amendment pro-
posed would prevent it from doing. It was presented
for the sake of ferreting out fraud and perjury. The
life of Broderick was hunted down, and then his pro-
perty was sought to be taken by means which should
arouse the indignation of California and the whole world,
and if it was possible by any legislation to prevent the
perpetration of that infamous fraud from being bene-

| fitted by it. Innocent parties might suffer, it was said.

Innocent parties had no business to meddle with the
matter. The thing was done and therefore forsooth
they must not disturb the crime that was done, Should
they allow crime to go unpunished becavse there would
be lawyers’ fees. He denied that it would be an ex
post facto law ; it would not interfere with the eriminal
code. An injunction had been obtained and it was pro-
posed by this bill to take away any doubt as to the
power of the Court. He should heartily support the
ppose the d He r red a law
| passed last year which wae made solely for reaching a
| case then in Court, and he should vote for this bill be-
| cause it would reach a case in Court.
| . Mr. KexparLinguired to what extent this law would
| interfere with cases now undetermined in the Courts.
Mr. SeaTox said he presumed the law was framed

cere of the election at their adjourned meeting in | to have a retroactive effect just so far as to cover the |
| case for which it was intended. This amendment was,

{
i

in his opinion, just as appropriate to every other law
passed by this Legislature as it was to this Act.

Mr. WormmNGroN eaid he was opposed to the amend-
ment for the reasons assigned by Mr. Seaton. As it
was admitted that this bill was intended to apply to an
existing case, he would refer to that case. The hill
proposed confers additional and greater equity powers
on the District Courts. The Broderick case had given

The admission of the will to probate was op-
posed on the ground of fraud, and yet not a wordin

ing former resolutions on that subject, The names and |
amounts in the resolution are the same as in the bill |
introduced by Mr. Ferguson some weeks since, and |
rejected in the Senate. |
Mr. WarwIck moved to add an allowance to a boat- |
man named Porter, for five days attendance with his |
boat, at $20 a day.
Mr. FERGUsON advocated the amendment, and said
Mr. Porter alleged that his claim was thrown out be- i
cause he refused to sell it at a discount. |
Mr. Barries eaid $50 had already been paid to |
Porter. ~ |
Mr. FerGusoN moved to recommit the bill, with in- |
structions to allow Porter $100, and that motion was |
pending when the time for the special order arrived, |
ESCHEATED ESTATES. !
The House took up Senate Bill No. 13, an Act amend- |
atory of an Act entitled an Act amendatory of an Act |
and supplementary to an Act entitled an Act concern- i
ing escheated estates, passed May 4, 1502, approved |
April 80, 1855. The bill was read, and the question |
stated o its passage, {

. Mr, O’Briex—The bill under consideration is a very |

| details of any particular case, but he would not hold it

n resp to that charge from the parties concerned
in that nefarious transaction. Wilkes, Butler, and the
other men alleged to have forged the will, had made no
responsge by affidavit or otherwise,

Mr. HILLYER called the gentleman to order for not
speaking to the question before the House.

The SPEAKER said it was not in order to discuss the

out of order to make a general allusion to a particular
case,

Mr. WortniNGToN sald he only proposed to read from
the opinion of the Judge to show the necessity of further
equity powers, The Judge had said that unless such
equity powers existed the parties defrauded were remi-
dilese. He quoted from a similar law of the United
States granting equity powers similar to those provided
in this bill, and read from decisions of the Supreme
and District Courts sustaining the constitutionality of
that Act, on the ground that where a claim or title is
obtained by fraud or false testimony, no rights can be
acquired under such fictitious claim or title ; and that no
one couldstand in the attitude of an innocent purchaser,
under such fraudulent title, He had no doubt that if

important one., It wae introduced in the Senate by one |
of my colleaﬁes, and probably on that account I have |
taken more interest in it than I would have otherwise |
taken. I believe it is a good bill, and one that should
become a law. It is conceded on all hands
that some law of its nature is required on our
statute bock. The bill is very simple in its pro-|
visions, and I cannot see anything objectfonable in it.
'l‘h:‘h-xt section provides that in all cases where the
Attorney General files an information for an escheat,
the District Court, or the Judge thereof, shall be em-
powered to exercise equitable jurisdiction to the same
extent as sitting in a Court of equity. I cannot see
anything wrong in the provisions of that section.
Section two provides that ‘it shall be lawful for the
General, in all cases of information for an
escheat, to ask for equitable relief wherever the game
shall be , including the velief by injunetion.
g objectionable in that |
subservie

1 unnotn:eeee-:nr’

she Commitice, He meved to amend by iucl all

Dothing but what is ut ¢ the fnterests of the;

it was merely granting an increase of the jurisdiction to
the Courts, to enable
He called upon all
Senator, and who mourned *‘ the deep damnation of his
ta .
robbery of his property.
would be voted down, and the bill passed
section— | as would best conserve the honor of the
Francisco

t parties held property under this forged will,
they would be willing, as good citizens, to see any law pass
which would do justice in the premises, The argument
of the gentleman from Plumas that it would lead to ex-
pense on the part of the State, was, he thought, a poor

portant to the community that exact and absolute Jjus- I

modified by striking out
Mr. KexpaLy accepted the modification.
Mr. Hoag gave notice of an amendment when it

should be in order.
Mr. FaY said he wished to offer an amendment. Ruled

out of order.
Mr. McCuLLovcn said he the Judiciary Com-
mitteein the flood of business before them had let this bill
slip through rather loosely, without fully considering its g
provisions, If the existing general law in relation to
heats needed any dment at all, he thought it
was not such an amendment as this bill proposed. The
bill would allow the Attorney General to file any state-
ment whether pleadings or any other papers, without
verificatior, and yet they must be taken as if sworn
to, and could file his injunction without giving bond.
This would be an oppressive provision. But the
most objectionable provision was the arbitrary powers
granted in the fourth section. Whether there were
heirs or not, the District Attorney could file his bill or
information for an escheat. He thought that was con-
siderably more than even the Judiciary Committee in-
tended, and the bill was without a rﬁdn.mne! in the legis-
lation of this country or Great B He did not
propoge to be made a shuttlecock between the Attorney
General and the shade of the dead Broderick. He
read the statutes concerning wills, to show the conflict- |
ing provisions of the bill. Why was it that the bill pro- |
posed to make a special distinction in favor of the |
State, or to allow parties to come in thrre or fuor
years after everything was settled and open up the
whole matter again. Let gentlemen consider the disas-
trous effect such a law would have upon the security of
land titles. It would open a door to frauds and collu-
sions, by means of which dishonest heirs, after getting
the money on the sale of an estate, could, three or four
years afterwards, come in and obtain the titles to the
estate, thus plundering an innocent purchaser, It was
an establizhed rule in English chancery Courts, that a
will, after finafadjudication in the highest Courts, could
not be reviewed; and besides, the most enlightened
jurists in this country held the opinion that a decision
of a Probate Court could not be reviewed in Courts of
chancery or of equity. He doubted the itutionality
of the bill, or that it could be made to apply to the
Broderick case at all. Whether it was designed to ap-
ply only to a particular case, and be repealed next year,
or whether it was designed as a general law, he was
equally opposed to it. The great objection was that the
bill would apply to every ca<~ of a will, whether there
was to be an escheat or whei. .r there were proceedings
got up by collusion with heire. The effect would be to
drive everybody from executor’s sales, and to tie up the
estates of heirs for at least four or five years.
Mr. Morrisox asked why the gentl )l d the

“‘administration” and inserting

S

REIGN LITERARY MATTER.
There is not much chance, in the gresent. state
of the book trade, that Sir Archibald Alison’s
bulky new book, *‘Lives of Lord Castlereagh
and Sir Charles Stewart, Second and Third Mar-
quises of Londonderry, with analysis of contem-
po! events in which they bore a part,” three
vols. 8 vo., will meet with an American dress.
His History of the French Revolution will always
command a certain sale from the convenience
experienced in finding in one book the detail of
ax]:mg and confu series of events, but the
author’s theory of biography is such that his
new work is deseribed as nothing more than the
old one cut into shreds and interwoven with an
infinitesimal portion of biographical matter, and
neither his gnmmar nor his rhetoric is said to
be improved by the operation. 3 ;
Such is the present ardor of geographical dis-
covery, as the field for its exercise gradually
narrows with our increasing knowledge of the
earth’s surface, that at one meeting of the Loq- |
don Geographical Socicty, recently, communi-
cations were received from explorers of the Af-
rican continent at each of the cardinal points.
From the South, Dr. Livingstone narrated_his
navigation of the river Rovuma in the iron
steamer sent out from England. From the
north, Petherick, the consul at K}mrtoom, de-
tailed the Erogress of the expedition preparing
in the White Nile to cooperate with Captain
Speke, from whom intelligence was received of |
his reaching ‘‘Khoko in Western Ugogo,” on
his way to Lake Nyanza from the east. And in |
the west, Dr. Baikie, of the Niger expedition,
gave a gratif('i'ing account of its results in open-
Ing roads and establishing commercial relations
with the interior. :
The literary world of Berlin has sustained
another shock—second only to that inflicted by
Humboldt’s Private Correspondence—from the
publicationof the * Private Diary (Tagebucher)
of Varnhagen von Ense,” to whem, it will be re-
membered, Humboldt’s letters were addressed.
It now sees the light through the blamable cu-
idity of the writer’s niece and legatee, Frau-
ein Ludmilla Assing. Varnhagen was a man of

matter to four or five years. The time was unlimited
in the bill; it might be twenty years, or even fifty

g Mr, McCrLrouGH said that would only carry his ar-
gument further, but it would be bad enough to tle up
those estates for four or five years., It was true the At-
torney General could not be expeeted to file an infor-
mation in all cases, but why give him the power to do
0. He would be in favor of an amendment providing
that the rights of innocent purchasers at any execu-
tor’s sale shall not be injured or affected, if the sale has
taken place before the bill or information of escheat
has been filed.

" Mr. O'Briex asked if the gentleman did not think it
was just as freat an injustice to deprive an innocent
purchaser of a stolen horse,

Mr. McCuLioven said he would reply that there was
all the difference in the world between real and per-
sonal property.

Mr.Warwick eaid it was only justice, when a flagrant
case of fraud was proved, to give the property to the
rightful owner. That was all this Act proposed to do.
It was to be pr d that no itigated rascal would
ever be allowed to fill the office of District Attorney,
and therefore the argument of Mr. McCullough would
fail. He regarded the bill as simply an Act to promote
the ends of justice.

Mr. Morzisox said the more he examined this bill the
more obnoxious he found its provisions. There must
be a limit to human power somewhere, but if they
ordained that the District Courts may drag to life a
matter adjudicated upon years and years gone by, then
there would seem to be no limit to human power. Prop-
erty bequeathed by will might paes from hand to hand
for thirty or forty years, until all the witnesses of the
will were dead,and the transaction itself utterly for-
gotten, and then the whole matter might be raked up
again, and the titles to property destroyed. In this
Broderick case, innocent parties invested their money
in good faith after final adjudication, and it would be
equally as unjust to deprive them of their property as
to deprive the legal heirs of it, if there were such heirs.

Mr. O’BRik said e understood that no sale had yet
been made.

Mr. Morrrsox said he understood there had been sales
of the interests of the devisees. The heirs had had
their rights and exhausted them, being unable to show

refined taste and deep scholarship, whose past
services to the State gave him a position in so-
ciety which not even his decided liberalism
could counteract. ‘Being utterly opposed to the
reactionary tendencies of the Prussian Kings,
Frederick William III. and IV., he refused to
countenance them by accepting any public em-
ployments, but lived privately, filling his daily
Journal with the most caustic comments on the
men and occurrences of the day. From dwell-
ing continually on the dark side of things, his |
ju ents have rather a jaundiced hue; but |
the book furnishes a magazine of * spiey” an-
ecdotes that will unmistakably find their way
into the future history of the time.

‘‘Women in the East” are the subject of the
recent work of the beautiful and accomplished |
Princess Holtzoff Massolski, * nee Helen Ghika,” |
who writes under the name of Madame Dora
d’'Istria. It is intended to set the Western

;pz're of St. John, N. B., shows in reference to the

HOW FOREIGN NEWS IS OBTAINED IN CALI-
FORNIA,

Those persons who read the Uxiox daily are
accustomed to see among the telegraphic dis-
patches the frequent announcement of  Foreign
News,” “ European News,” or ““ Later from Eu-
rope,” but they are not aware of the trouble and
difficulty which are experienced in bringing this
intelligence to their very doors. It is some-
thing of an undertaking to get this foreign
news, as well as our daily Atlantic intelli-
gence, over the wires, and it is a consider-
able task, after it reaches here, to await
the movements of the telegraphic operators at
late hours of the night, get the dispatches and
prepare them for the press, so that every one
can see, previous to eating his breakfast, what
is going on in the Eastern States the day before,
and also what was in progress in Europe a few
days ago. But thisis not all. In the matter of
obtaining foreign news, which is telegraphed
every day or two from the northeastern extrem-
ity of this continent to the Uxion, there is |
something of mingled enterprise and danger, |
as the following account from the Colonial Em- |

R X : > - |
manner in which foreign rews is obtained at |

Cape Race : |

The general form of Newfoundland is that of !
an irregular triangle, having the south coast as
its base. At its southeast extremity is Cape
Race (from the Portuguese Cap E Raz, tge
“‘ Captain’s Cape,”) which all the steamers run.
ning from England to New York, Boston, or
Portland, endeavor to make, as it lies directly
in their route, or rather in their way, asa detour
has to be made from the direct line in order to
clearit. The coast at Cape Race is bold and
rocky ; the cliffs rise in precipices out of the
water, and their strata are tossed and torn
asunder as if by some great convulsion of na-
ture. A huge black rock lifts its head out of
the deep water immediately in front of the Cape.
The eternal swell of the Atlantic has worn great
hollows in the cliffs, and in some places masses
of slaty rock stand out, isolated from the huge
wall that breaks the resistless ocean ever thun-
dering against and throwin
high up the precipices. Ont
a very short distance from t
well built lighthouse, painted white, with red
vertical stripes. A little further inland is the
telegraph station, a small, neat building, from
which the wire can be seen stretching away on
tall poles, standing out clearly on the moors and
barrens which are the great features of New-
foundland.

Two whale boats, of the very best deseription,

its flashing spray
e top of the cliffs,
he edge, stands a

world right en the Oriental position of the sex,
in opposition to the persistent misrepresenta- |
tions of ignorant or interested writers. In |
another late work, * Monastic Life in the East- |
ern Church,” which shows a deep acquaintance |
with the workings of the system, the authoress |
is more in accordance with popular opinion—
denouncing in the strongest terms that stagnant
mode of existence. Madame d’Istria is one of
the most learned ‘ladies now alive, and trans-
lated the Iliad into German at fifteen years of |
age. Her book, “Switzerland the Pioneer of |
the Reformation,” was published at Edinburgh |
in 2 vols. 8vo. in 1858,

A second modern Greck newspaper is just
established in London. The title forcibly brings
i to mind the seething and surging nationalities
that are knocking at the door of old exclusive |
Europe for admittance within the pale of civil- |
ization. It is called “ The Messenger of the |
Byzantine Nations, the Greeks, the Slavonians, |
the Dacians, the Caucasians, and the Arabs.” !

that the will was a fraud. He denied the power of
the Legislature to resurrect a matter which had been
disposed of by adjudication. It would be an unheard |
of proceeding. The whole subject matter had been ex-
hausted.

Mr. O'Briex said Judge Hager had already granted
an injunction, and some conceded that he had the
power. They thought he ought to have the power,
{ whether he already had it or not, and therefore they

proposed to pass this bill 2

Mr. WorTHINGTON said the State could not have
exhausted her right, as it had not been a party to
the former proceeding. The State had only taken the
initiatory step in the assumption of her righte.

Mr. McCurrovgn said if the State had not exhausted
her right there was no need of this law; and if it had
the Act could give her no further right.

Mr. Bextox said he thought this bill, as a general
law, would be objectionable and d ous, because it
would enable the State at any time to leap upon de-
vised estates, even when there were not good grounds.
And in this particular Broderick case, the bill would
only be an appropriation bill to pay money to counsel.
There were at least fifty persons claiming to be heirs of
Broderick, so that the State could reap no advantage
from the proceeding, while great danger would accrue
to all other estates. They had been appealed to in be-
half of the memory of Broderick; but it was because
he loved and admired that statesman that he should
oppose this bill to divide hiz estate among the lawyers
and the enemies of Broderick. The Legislature of Cal-
ifornia had been suepected of being approachable for
the passage of private schemes, and it had been said
to one member at leagt, that, in this case the thing was
sure. They had disguised this matter in the form of a
| general bill, but he trusted that the Legislature would
not so prostitute itself to unworthy purposes as to
pass it.

Mr. Hoag said he thought the object of the bill was
a good one, but the bill ﬁmelf wae imperfectly drawn.
He had therefore prepared amendments in order to
make it as far as possible a perfect bill. One of these
amendments waa to limit the time of filing information
by the Attorney General to two years, the time of the
issuance of letters testamentary, and of administration
in the case. Another amendment was to add a proviso
to the third eection, that the Attorney General shall
allege in his information that he believes the will to
have been fraudulent, etc., and shall produce such
sworn proof as in the opinion of the Judge shall estab-
lish a probability of fraud or forgery. Having read the
amendments, he proceeded to answer some of the ob-
jections urged against the bill. He agreed with Mr.
Morrison, that there must be an end to human power,
and consequently to litigation, but he thought that end
should not come until an opportunity had been offercd
to prevent persons guilly of fraud from reaping the
reward of fraud.

[Mr. Hoac was still epeaking at fifteen minutes be-
fore four o’clock, at which time our report closed in or-
| der to reach the boat.]

SO

|

Tar MarysviLLe aNp San Franasco Raii-
| RoAp.—The Appeal of March 1st gives an ac-
count of the proceedings of a meeting of citi-

matters. It says:

E. Van Muller offered a resolution that a Com-
mitee of citizens be appointed to investigate the
railroad matters from the beginning, and take
such steps as are nccessary to prevent the re-
newal, by the Legislature, of any contract of
the Marysville and San Francisco railroad, and |
further, to use all proper means to have the |
bonds already issued —illegally, perhaps—re-
turned to the county. ‘

Adkinson stated, on the authority of Haskin,
contractor for the road, that the railroad com-
pany did not progose to call for any more bonds
untii the track is laid, but are willing and desir-
ous that a Committee of investigation be ap-
| pointed to look into the affairs of the road, and |
| that they ask only the good will of the county, |
tand are ready to secure the county against any |
| possibility of any further bonds being asked for |
| —g\‘: present we suppose was meant, though not |

said.

. Judge Filkins thought that Van Muller’s mo-
tion went too far, for no contract existed be-
tween the county and the railroad company
which could be annulled, but that the only rela-
tion betweeu the two was in the form of a sub-
| scription, the issuance of the remainder of which
(only could be stopped. As to the bonds now
| out, Judge Filkins thinks that they cannot be
| recalled—they are in the hands of third parties,
who would be wronged by such action.” He is
opposed to any issuance of railroad bonds;
thinks that the railroad company can give no
snfficient guaranty that the bonds will not be
called for, and considers that a process at law
can dissolve the whole concern. He offered an
amendment that the Committee of citizens take
such steps as are necessary to prevent any

future issuance of railroad bonds. !

Jewett thinks that the company might release
the county from the $100,000 in bonds yet to be
issued, and so the county, being a stockholder
already in the amount of $100,000, would be a
party to its future welfare and progress.

Jesse 0. Goodwin thinks that it couldn’t le-
gally be done, and said that the best way to %;at
out of the serape isto have a majority of the
stockholders—not directors—release the county
in agefaull of a completion of contract by the
ro.

Haskin, being asked, said that such an ar-
ran{gement might be made.

Mesick thinks that neither stockholders nor
directors could do anything of the kind, but
that as the investment is a %)ad one, the best
thing for the county to do is to dissolve the con-
cern and sell it out for what it is worth.

|
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The Abbe Borasseur de Bourbourg, one of |
the most devoted cultivators of American eth- [
nology and antiquities, whose life has been |
spent in Mexico and Central America, has sue- !
| ceeded in rescuing from oblivion the sacred

{

| book of a powerful and numerous tribe who oec- | ing the latest newspapers

cupied, many centuries ago, a territory corres- |
onding to the modern province of Guatemala. |
The publication of it at Paris is entitled, “ Popol |
Viuh: Le Livre Sacre et les Mythes d’Antiquite |
Americaine,” and includes the original text |
with translation and notes. The indisputable |
evidence of the monuments of Yucatan shows |
how much further the arts of civilization |
had progressed there than in the better known |
reﬁions of Mexico; and it is expected this work |
will throw much light on the mysterious re-
mains made familiar to us by the
of Stephens and Catherwood, umF
interpretation of their hieroglyphics. |

en and pencil |

{ from the Fall of Constantinople, in 1853, to the
War in the Crimea, 1857,” the first installment
of which has just been issued by Murray, in two
volumes, is an attempt to fill a gap in our libra-
ries at present only partially and unworthily
occupied by the obsolete compilation of Rus-
sell.  Dyer conceives of the history of Europe
{ as a whole, deriving unity at first from the tra-

i
1

{ wards from the influence of a common religion
prevailing under the Papal sway. When this
was destroyed at the Reformation, the European
political system was arising to supply its place
and create a large republic of nations acknowl-
edging the same system of public law, and be-
coming amenable to the voice of international
opinion. As might be expected in a work of
this extent, the treatment of each part is not
equally successful ; but the want of a book of
this kind is so generally acknowledged, that it
will probably soon appear in an American edi-
tion,

The latest volume published of the New Re-
cord Series, now being issued in London, under
| the supervision of Sir John Romilly, Master of
| the Rollg, is devoted to a curious collection of
* Political Poems and Songs relating to English
History ™ in the fourteenth and fifteenth centu-

|is a Whitehall boat, and the

the possible |

T. H. Dyer’s “ History of Modern Europe, |tion house with the speed of a reindeer, for he |

hundred miles westw

|
| ditions of the great Roman Empire, and after- |

{name also derived from the

are employed to board the steamers which pass.
Both these boats were built in New York; one
other, said to be
the best of the two, was built in Brooklyn.
These boats are kept in recesses of the rocks,
one on each side of the Cape, so as to take ad-
vantage of that side which may be at the mo-
ment the most favorable for launching or land-
ing—both operations being attended with con-
siderable danger. The crew consists of four
oarsmen, natives of Newfoundland, and magnifi-
cent men they are, equal to any and every emer-
gency. The fifth man is their steersman—Mur-
phy, the news agent. He is said to be a native
of S{(_ine{, Cape Breton, and certainly the way
in which he manages a boat in all weathers, and
makes his way on board vessels at times when
the most daring would tremble, is something
quite wonderful and scarcely to be credited. To
see him standing up, with a foot on each gun-
wale, swaying with the motion of the boat, in
the most awful sea, and steadying himself with

though those were his brighter days), John
Davis, Crittenden, Rives, King, Walker, Phelps
—even their grade has no exponent here that I
can recognize. Three, who perhaps might
fairly have been ranked with such in ability—
Seward, Douglas, and Jeff. Davis—are no longer
here. These present Senators, whatever they
may some day become, now belong to a scale
yet farther down. It is possible that there may
not be among them any such actual ciphers as
used to rest in some few of the chairs. In
fact, after hearing most of the present
body, I believe there has not often been
a Senate in which every one has been so well
able to make a figure of some kind. But, un-
fortunately, respectable mediocrity, however
universally possessed, is not what gives force
and direction to a legislative body. First-rate
ability need not be possessed by the great mass
of a deliberative assembly, any more than it is
necessary that the jury who determine should
have the talent of the lawyers who present the
arguments. But it is needful there should be
superior ability somewhere. The maturity of
experience, the affluence of information, the
breadth of comprehension and depth of insight,
the power of marshaling facts and enforcing
truth, which belong to a single great statesman,
are of immeasurably greater avail than the cc-
operation of a hundred ordinary capacities.
ow often have we found it, even in ordinary
times, that one great speech of an hour or two
rom a great source has done more to open the
way to the correct soluiion of a great question
than a string of commonplaces, from common-
lace men, running through half a session?
ut even grant that great men are of no great
consequence in placid times; that,
** When the sea is calm, all boats alike
Show mastership in floating ;"

yet it certainly cannot be true when the storm
rages and the wreck is threatened. We cannot
well do without at least one ‘pilot in ex-
tremity,” who shall know how to steer when
the waves run high, who shall keep away from
the quicksands and off the rocks and shoals,
and on uprifght keel battle with the gale. )
lgok in vain for him there. Hitherto, since the
rebellion broke out, this want of pre-eminent
talent in our legislative halls has not been much
felt. The questions requiring the most weighty
consideration have not yet presented them-
selves. The army bills, though of course of
primary importance, were too obviously neces-
sary to call for deep debate; and the other
measures considered have generally been of an
altogether secondary character. But there are
great financial questions soon to come upon the
tapis, of most complex character, whose right
settlement would tax the faculties of even a
Hamilton himself, and which, if not rightly set-
tled, will bankrupt the nation. [These have
since been mainly settled.] There are ques-
tions springing from the tremendous changes
which must be wrought upon slavery by the
confiscation of rebel property and by the ad-
vance of our armies. There are ‘questions
touching the relations which States that stiil
continue contumacious after the suppression of
the rebellion shall hold to the Union. In fact,
the immediate future is all overshadowed by
the mightiest subjects statesmanship is ever
called to meet. The days succeeding the old
revolution were hardly more exigent in their
demands for transcendent ability. T do not
mean to speak despairingly. I have an up-
faltering faith that God means to save this
nation and exalt it before all the earth. But
the instrumentalities through which He will
work I cannot discover or even surmise,

ForGery.—A young man named Stafford
Can has been committed in Grass Valley for
forging a note for one hundred dollars.

T IST OF LETTERS REMAINING
in thePost Office at Sacramento, on the 1st of March,
1562 :

the tiller-ropes, ready for his spring in boarding,
is enough to make the blood run cold while t
watching him.

In the night, or in unusually stormy weather,
when the boat cannot overtake or get near the
steamer, a tin canister is thrown over, contain-
and  dispatches.
These canisters are cylindrical, about cighteen
inches in length and six in diameter ; they are
carefully soldered up, and have a piece of lead
at one end to make them float upright in the
water, while straps at the sides carry a slight
pine staff, about three feet long, bearing a tiny
flag, which serves to mark the position of the
canister and render it more readily seen and
picked up. Having obtained the news, the men |
pull for l’he shore with long and powerful stroke,
and the boat goes dancing over the waves jin |
right gallant style. Murphy springs on shore
at any available point; he is next seen scram-
bling up the cliffs and rushing along to the sta-

is as active on land as on sea. From thence
the news is sent off, without an instant’s delay,
by wires which stretch from that point four
ardly to Port au Bazque,
over one of the wildest countries in the world—
mountains, moors, ravines, roaring torrents and |
mad precipices following each other in quick
| succession.
Port au Basque is at the southwestern ex-
|tremity of Newfoundland, near Cape Ray—a
Portuguese— Cap
{ £1 Ray, the “King’s Cape.” From this point
{ @ cable is submerged across the main entrance
{to_the Gulf of St. Lawrence, here fifty-seven
miles wide, to Aspy Bay, at the northeastern

Persons= asking for advertised letters will please give
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| extremity of Cape Breton, between North Cape
{and Smoky Cape, both remarkable headlands
{ rising directly from the sea to the hight of 1,300
 feet and 950 feet respectively.

| TFrom Aspy Bay the line is brought through | Cilmee L,

the broken but most picturesque country which |
forms the interior of Cape Breton to the north- i
ward of the magnificent sea-lake known as the
| Great Bras d’Or, and passes on to its western
jextremity, at the peninsula of St. Peter's.
| Thence it follows the post-road to Plaister Cove,
lin the Straits of Canso, where communication is
{ maintained with the shore of Nova Scotia (the

|
| from the Downfall of the Gothic Monarchy ™ has |

{ old chronicle, combined with the critical acumen | stay up the nation and carry it through its

ries, edited by Thomas Wright. The real value | mainland of America) by means of a submarine

They abound with all that gives Iife and spirit | of Cape Porcupine, which cape is nearly a thou-
| to the dry bones of history, and in this case fsuml feet in hlghh ,

{ show how fully the passions of the people were | Thence the Cape Race Iine follows the eastern
{ roused in favor of the pretensions of their kings | coast of Nova Scotia, by Antigonish, to Meri-
{ to the crown of France, and with what ardor vgon‘ushv \'nrmmd the ,hem‘. of Pictou Basin), on
i these pretensions were supported. They bring | to Port Wallace and Pugwash, whenee it strikes

zens to take into consideration Yuba railroad | out very strongly how much, in the Wars of the | off to Amherst, and there intersects the main

Roses, the Yorkist side was that of the people, | telegraph with (hc;‘wl‘m]c Western world, termi-
while the Red Rose depended more on the | nating in the Pacific !
priests and the aristocratic partv, and being in
| the end successful, has given a partial coloring
| to all our histories of the period. The uprising |
of the rough, vernacular, nervous Englishto the | 4 oy respondent of the New York Worid,
place of a cultivated speech, gradually St !Writin r from Washington lately, gives a some-
seding the Norman French and rhyming Latin | g A= ; % BRI
verses of the earlier reigns, is one of the most | What discouraging account of the intellectual
noticeable features of the collection. ; | status of the men who are serving their country
The “ History of Mohammedan Rule in Spain |, the Halls of Congress. Referring to o visit

| been made the subject of an elaborate work ;”'”"7 he says : i

{just published at Leyden by a distinguished | But sit—observe the men who occupy these
| Orientalist, M. R. Dozy, in four volumes. Be- |other seats—listen to their utterances; among

i A J ), . vy | 2 . Y e R E

| ing drawn almost entirely from Arabic originals, | all the sad objects of Washington, if there 18 a
many of which are now consulted for the first | sadder than this I know not where to look for it. 2
time, the book has all the picturesqueness of an | Where are the statesmen whose wisdom is to |
ou great |
The pres- |agony? Where are the master spirits that God |

NI I e

OUR PRESENT STATESMEN,

|

of the modern school of historians.

of this class of remains for elucidating the cur- | ¢able not much more than Jhalf a mile in length. St
rent of pupular feeling is now fully underrtood. | This is landed in a cove a Jittle to the northward |

ent installment of the history reaches to the
year 1110, or to the conquest of Andalusia by
the Almoravides; and the obscure annals of
the period, illustrated by the exploits of the
Cid and other Christian champions, may now be
read with certainty and enjoyment.

The author of the work on John Rogers, the
Marian martyr, lately noticed, Ezovcs to be an
American gentleman, Joseph muel Chester,
who claims to be descended from the illustrious
martyr, and visited England for the purpose |
of clearing up the genealogical connection. |
Though unsuccessful on this point, Chester has
made an excellent monograph, and his ““Gene-
alogical Account of the Family of Rogers and

always sends to the relief of the sinking land He
means te save? Surely those that I see and hear
are no such men. There is nothing superior in

them. Shall Isayit? Measured by the stand-
ard of what we meet, confronted before the stu-

pendous necessities of the time, they are pig-
mies. Men of genuine patriotism and upright
motive they doubtless, for the most part, are—
of good abilities, too, for the concerns of ordi-

nary life; lawyers who can cleverly argue,

Judges who know the law, business men shrewd {
at a bargain; but they are not men fitted by |
nature and trained by service to grapple with |
the great questions which involve the life of |
the nation. There is not one of them who!

can make the slightest pretense to that
commanding genius, that gigantic grasp of
the understanding, that almost supernatural
power of conception and combination, which
belong to the first order of statesmanship—not
one of them who can for a moment compare
with those great leaders who carried the cour-
try through the storm of the Revolution, and
afzcr\vards, with such matchless wisdom, reared
the Republic. But, saying nothing of natural |
genius, they have not even the inferior capacity |
which long experience gives. Very few of them !
have been in legislative life for more than one
or two terms. In the Senate, I believe, there |
are but two in their third terms, and one of
these two is exposed to expulsion for sympathy
with treason. Never since the foundation of the
Government has this body been so destitute of
men long trained in the public service. Its lead-
| ers now, if any among them have a right to that
{name, can only reckon single yearsin public
\life, when the old leaders used to reckon lus-

Biographical Sketches of some of his Principal
Descendants,” will have interest for many on
this side the Atlantic.

Dr. Guthrie’s (of Edinburgh, ) new work, about
being published by Messrs. A. & C. Black, is en-
titled *“ The Religion of Life Illustrated and Ap-

lied : a series of Sermons from the Epistle of
ames,” 1 volume post 8vo.

Professor Vera of Milan, the eloquent ex-
pounder of Hegel's philosophy, has published a ,
new work, * L’Hege?ianisme et la Philosophie,”
to vindicate the claims of his favorite system
against the onslaught lately made on it by the
French schoolled by Cousin.  He brings out the
fact that Hegel was no less great as a mathemati-
cian than as a philosopher, and was the founder of
the philosophy of the infinitesimal calculus and
the author of a physical theory of the earjh,
which, accepting Newton’s discoveries, deduces
from them &r more extended results than were
obvious to their author.

Paxton said the business was understood well
enough, and that the gentlemen who had been
making learned speecE:s on the subject be put
on a Committee to attend toit. So the reso-
lution was called for, read, and, not being liked,
a Dew one was presented, as follows :

i

argument. It was the policy of the State to punish all
transgressors and criminals, and the prosecutions for
that purpose were and should be conducted without
stopping to count the cost, If there were heirs legally
entitled to the property, let them have it. He denfed
that this bill was any usurpation of judicial functions;

them to punish the transgressor,
who honored the great California

king off,” to reserve his memory from this disgraceful

| to take such steps as they deem proper to relieve the

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed,

county of Yuba from any further liability by reason of
its subscription of 200,000 to the M: e and San
Francisco Railroad Company. =

The Chairman nameg as that Committee E.
Van Muller, R. S. Mesick, Jesse 0. Goodwin,

Lewis Cunningham and J. H. Jewett.

Navieatioy ox TRE MoxeLuMNe.—This river

He hoped the amendment

State,
in the chair.}

in such shape | is open for ngvigable purposes from its mouth
to the town of Woedbridge, in San Joaquin
7. MCCULI0veE suggested that the amendment be ' cownty.

which five redskins were killed—the balance re-
treating.

Frox Hussorpr.—We have the followingitmms' ST e butnovices sud tgs. Naw,

ja whole life is hardly teo long for the acquire-
items from Humboldt Bay, the dates being Feb- ! ment of Senatorial qualities that shall answer
ruary 22d. We copy from the Zimes:

| even ordinary {)imes. The most tranquil l::ur-
2 | rent of events brings its great questions, whose
Robert P. Mills and James Daly had a quarrel | right solution takgs m‘f,’ theq ripest Wisdons.
“lt]‘ the Branch Saloon, Arcata, on the ni h:l{’ff ow, then, can such brief experience prove
t eb%;e? February, when the latter “'asw‘l‘:. ky | equal to the exigencies of this terrible period ?
stal by the former in the abdomen. L SKY | T remember well my first visit to the Senate
was the cause of the difficulty. Daly died on in my youthful days. The grand old trium-
th% folslow(xlng n;‘glll)t. Mﬂlsbwas nrres'.efd.I dians | virate—Webster, Clay and Calboun—were here
wer: di‘;::lo :g;eden::: igmBé:dp;drxtlg give:l d‘:‘: 1 then in their glory. Perhaps it would be fool-
y . . - 3
ing off a band of catilec A ct’)mpany of ‘white | ish in me to repine that I do not now find their
men, seven in number, gave chase and =oon

{like. Itis only at long intervals that men so
overtook the Indians, when a fight ensued in

transcendently endowed bear part in the public
| councils. Generations may pass before we
again see such a conjnnction. But the Senators
of the second renk in that day—\VnE!ht, Ben-

EcoNomy is no di

a little than mnli%":oe

it is better living on !fiovn, Souathard, Preston, Berrien, Mangvm,

g oodbury, Bucha—(no! J do not mean that,

great deal.
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