
Cm?. LXII.J OPERATIONS ON THE MAD AND EEL RIVERS, CAL. 19

was shot through the middle linger with an arrow, which fortunately
struck the stock of his rifle, preventing a serious if not fatal wound.
Twelve bows and quivers with a large number of arrows were taken
from this rancheria. June 2, attacked a rancheria about live miles from
Larrabee's house; killed 20 Indians. Juno 8, attacked a rancheria
about three miles south of Larrabee's house; killed 4 and wounded
1. June 16, attacked a rancheria near Kettenshaw Valley; killed 4
Indians. Corporal Larrabee, of the volunteers, wounded in the left
arm by an arrow. This rancheria was occupied by Las sie's band, prob
ably the most desperate and troublesome Indians in the mountains.
They have frequently been engaged in murdering whites, burning
houses, aud killing horses and cattle. I regret so few of them were
killed, but they were constantly on the alert and could only bo caught
by following them day and night, the troops carrying their provisions
and blankets on their backs. The attack was made near noon, and as
the Indians were prepared for it, many of them escaped through the
almost impassable bushes. June 17, attacked a rancheria on the trail
leading from Kettenshaw to Round Valley; killed 6 Indians, only 1

escaped. In this rancheria there was found over 200 pounds of pork;
hogs recently killed by the Indians. The number of Indians reported
killed and wounded in the several engagements were, of course, all
males, competent to bear arms. Percussion caps, bullets, and parts of
nre-arins have been found in their possession. The Indians in the vicin
ity of every neighborhood between Mad and Eel Rivers, where depreda
tions have been committed for the last four or five months, have been
severely chastised, and nearly all of them driven from the settlements.
In no instance have Indians been punished who were supposed to be
innocent. The volunteers have rendered very efficient service in the
manner in which they are associated with the regular troops, and their
retention until the expiration of their term of service is important and
judicious. No troops could have done better than the detachment from
your company, and I take great pleasure in saying that both regulars
and volunteers, cheerfully and without a murmur, bore the fatigues,
night marches, and deprivations incident to pursuing, finding, and
chastising hostile Indians. But little more remains to be done by the
present command; probably it will be sufficient after the term of serv
ice of the volunteers expires, July 17, to lemain where we now are and
keep all Indians from the settlements. In my opinion the establish
ment of a military post is the only mode of affording reliable security
to the citizens and their property.I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOS. B. COLLINS,
First Lieutenant, Fourth Infantry, Commanding.

Capt. Charles S. Lovell,
Sixth Infantry, Commanding Fort Humboldt, Cal.

No. 2.

Report of Lieut. James P. Martin, Seventh U. 8. Infantry.
Camp near Spruce Grove, June 27, 1861.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper
ations of this command up to this date, viz :

On the 24th o( May a party of thirteen men (seven enlisted men and
six volunteers) left this camp on a scout. On the 28th, at 1 1 a. m., they
came upon a rancheria on the South Fork of Eel River about one mile
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above its mouth. The Indians were attacked and 8 killed, 1 squaw
accidently wounded. Of those killed 1 is known to have killed a white
man.
June 1, fourteen men (seven enlisted and seven volunteers) left camp.At daylight on the 4th a party of Indians were discovered on Eel Kiver

about opposite Bell Spring. They were attacked and 10 killed and 1
wounded. I regret to state that among the number killed were three
squaws, but owing to the hour of the attack it was impossible to dis
tinguish male from female. These Indians are supposed to be those
who killed stock belonging to Messrs. Fleming and Wilburn. June 10,
nineteen men (one officer, eleven enlisted men, six volunteers, and one
interpreter) left on a scout of fifteen days. On the same day (the 10th)
we were joined by a party of five hunters, who volunteered their serv
ices for the trip. On the night of the 14th we discovered what was sup
posed to be two Indian fires in opposite directions; the party was
divided into two of ten each, four being left in charge of the animals.
One of the parties was taken command of by myself. We found after
marching more than half the night that we were mistaken in seeing a
fire. We continued our march, and at daylight came upon and attacked
a rancheria containing four Indians, two men and two women. The
men were killed, and one of the squaws being mistaken for a male was
slightly wounded. The second party did not succeed in finding any
Indians. Whilst we were encamped on the 1 6th four Indians were found
lurking about our camp and were killed as spies. On the 18th I left
the party on account of sickness and returned to camp. One Indian was
shot by the party before its return; he was running from them at the
time he was killed. June 13, a party of seven men (three enlisted, one
volunteer, one hunter, and one Indian) were sent out. After marching
for thirty- six hours without seeing any signs of Indians, the party
divided, one volunteer and one enlisted man taking charge of the animals
to return to camp. The second party (two enlisted men, hunter, and one
Indian) returned by a different route on foot. On the 14th, at 10 a. m.,
they came upon and attacked a rancheria, killing 7 and wounding 1.
The rancheria was on a gulch emptying into the South Fork of Eel Eiver
about fifteen miles above its mouth. These Indians were found in the
immediate vicinity of places where stock had been killed. June 15,
three men (one volunteer and two enlisted) were sent out as scouts.
About 9 p. in. they discovered a ranch, and dispatched one of their num
ber to camp for more men. Eight enlisted men were sent to their aid,
reaching them about daylight, when an attack was made and 2 killed
and 3 wounded. One boy was slightly wounded. A squaw in this
ranch at the time of the attack having been seen afterward says that
10 of their number were killed. These Indians were found in the same
place, and supposed to be part of the same tribe as were those killed by
the party which left, camp on the 13th. The country over which the
operations of this command have to be conducted is very rough, in many
places almost impassable and very favorable for the secretion of Indians
who commit depredations. They keep no fires burning at night, and
in daylight so arrange them as to make as little smoke as possible. I
do not know positively what depredations, if any, have been committed
by the Indians killed by this command. I have no means of finding
out whether those that we may come upon are guilty or innocent; i.o
communication can be held with them. Circumstantial evidence goes
to show that they are all guilty. My instructions are to consider all
who run on approaching them as hostile, and to fixe upon them. In
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every case where any have been killed they ran at the first sight of the
men. Sickness has prevented my making this report at any earlier date.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,J AS. P. MARTIN,
Second Lieutenant, Seventh Infantry, Commanding Detachment.

Capt. C. S. Lovell,
Sixth Infantry, Fort Humboldt, Gal.

JULY 21, 1861. Skirmish on the South Fork of Eel Biver, Cal.

Report of Lieut. James P. Martin, Seventh U. S. Infantry.
Camp on the Mattole River, July 25, 1861.

Sir: Tour letter of the 12th instant has been received. I have the
honor to report that a party, consisting of one officer, two volunteer
guides, one interpreter, and two enlisted men, left my camp July 20, 1861,
for the purpose of prospecting a route to Shelter Cove. When about
twenty-five miles above the mouth of the South Fork of Eel River, and
immediately on the river, the party came upon and attacked a ranch eria
containing about forty Indians. Twelve of the number were killed,
among whom, unfortunately, were two women ; the latter were killed
through mistake. I do not know positively that these Indians belong
to the tribe at Shelter Cove, but I am satisfied that they had committed
depredations on the property of white people, because evidence to that
effect was discovered before they were fired upon. One Indian that was
captured says that two of the number killed were Shelter Cove Indians.I believe that the Indians in this part of the country are immediately
connected with the Shelter Coves, and are perhaps as much concerned
in killing stock on the coast as the Shelter Coves themselves Accord
ing to their own statement they help the latter to eat the cattle that are
killed, and the Indian above referred to as having been captured stated
once that they had assisted in killing white men on the coast, but after
ward contradicted this statement. One story is as liable to be true as
the other. The country over which the operations of this command have
now to be conducted presents more difficulties than any yet operated
in, and the greater portion of it is

, I think, almost, if not entirely,
impassable.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS. P. MARTIN,

Second Lieut., Seventh Infty., Comdg. Detach. Go. D, Sixth Infty.
Capt. C. S. Lovell,

Sixth Infantry, Commanding Fort Humboldt, Gal.

AUGUST 3-12, 1861. Scout from Fort Crook to Round Valley, Cal., with
skirmish (5th) in the Upper Pitt River Valley.

Report of Lieut. John Feilner, First U. S. Dragoons.
Headquarters,

Fort Crook, Cal,, August 18, 18C1.
Capt. R. C. Drum,

Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. Army, San Francisco, Gal,:
SIR: Herewith inclosed I have the honor to forward Lieutenant

Feilner's report of a scout after Indians. On account of having lost


