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Test or Buoon axp Seexp.—The stock-raiser
bas no better data to influence his Jjudgment in
reference to the choice of a sire than perform-
ances—more particularly in Californis, where
blooded stallions are imported, and have to rely on
the onset of their local career to the honors of their
live. The trotting match between “ Stockbridge
Chief” and “ Abdallah,” over the Pioneer Course,
yesterday afternoon, naturally attracted considera-
ble attention, and the attendance proved that the
result was looked upon with more than ordinery
interest ; in fact, it was not simply = test of speed,
but & triumpb of blood—and on the result would,
in a great measure, determine the prospects of the
snimals as favored breeders. Looks and pedigree
are not everything in making a horse famous, as
fine looking animals have $oo often proved degen-
erate scions of an illustrious house. The match
was mile heats, best three in five, in barness, to
rule, for $500,

At an early hour & large number of gentiemen,
many of whom are deeply interested in stock, were
on the road, the day beiog & besutifal one, and the
roads in finer order than they have ever been this
season, consequently, s more than average attend-
ance was the result. Messrs. W, Chapman and W,
White, of this city, with W. Reynolds, of Santa
Clara, were chosen Judges, and the horses came up
to the call, “ Chief ” driven by Geo. N. Ferguson
and “ Abdallah ” by B. Fish. Both animals looked
well, although we thought “ Chief ” had the disad-
vantage in regard to condition as he was evidently
too fleshy. * Abdallah ” had the pole, and off they
went, “Chief” going steadily to his work with a
will, never making a skip or a hailt, led on th®
balf mile, which be made in 1:21, “ Abdallah”
being extrewely restive and continually making
short breaks, and *“ Chief ” came in shead with
ease, making the first heat in 2:48. The second
beat proved disastrous to “ Abdallab’s ” laurels, for
“ Chief ” started in with such a will and steadiness
that he left his opponent 01 the turn, made the half
mile in 1:25, his driver evidently holding up with
the bopes that “ Abdallah ” would make a brush,
but the gap was not closed and Stoekbridge
Chiefl ” won the beat and mouey in 2:51, distancing
his opponent. DBetting from the start was in favor
of the “ Chief,” and covsiderable money changed
bavds on the result.

“Stockbridge Chief” is of Vermont * Black
Hawk” stock, having been sired by the celebrated
“ Stockbridge Chief,” who reached the apex of his
fame last fall, at the State Fair of Ohio, in receiving
the premium over forty-eight competitors. His
dam was & well-knows Brandon trotter, “ Fanny
Dawson,” who frequently made her mile in 2:42.
The “Chief” is a light grey, slightly dappled on
his hind-quarters, about sixteen hands high, of re-
markable elegance of limb, symmetry and strength
being combined, and of showy action. He bass
noble head and & glorious eye ; fine, full chest, with
a strong and rather obstinate meck. We always
call these stoutly built and not over long mecks
obstinate, considering that such & feature indicates
the stamina of the amimal. He was imported to
California by Col. Vibbard, and has made three
feasons at San Joeé, in woich vicinity he is a great
tavorite, and his colts sre considered the finest in
the State. We learn that be will stand his next
season on bis old grounds; Mr. Wm. Kobl, his pre-
#ent owner, having declined offers to remove him,
a& he is desirous of giving the “Chief ” a thorough
test, not alone as regards himself, but his progeny.
“ Abdallah,” although beaten, is by no means an
inferior horse. He has good poicts, and conse-
quently possesses frierds, who may give him another
chance to redeem himself.

Tee Ngw Steawer “ Nevapa.”—We were mis-
led by a statement published in the Sacramento
papers, that the steamer Nevada was to be launched
from Cousins’ yard, North Point, yesterdsy, and
although our visit was, in one sense, a disappoint -
ment, in another it was gratifying, as we had a full
inspection of this largest high-pressure steamer
built in California. The Nerada is about the size
of the Eclipse, with somewhsat a wider beam and a
different model. She is 230 feet on deck, and 220
feet keel, thirty-six feet beam, with ten feet four
and a balfinches depth of held ; s two-decker in
the regular Mississippi style. Unlike all high-
pressurp boate we have seen, she has some preten-
sions to model. She is po shovel-nosed shark in
her hull, but a regular clipper. Her bows are
uearly one hundred feet in length and ber lines very
concave, which fact, with her more material breadth
of bottom aft, something after the yacht Mermasd
order, ought to give her prominent sailing gualities.
She is caloulated at 1,000 tens burden, is expeected
to draw three feet nine inches light, and five foet
water when laden, and her builders and owners will
be considerably disappointed if she does not prove
the fastest boat in the State. Her bull and decks
ave bui't of Puget Round pine; her joiner work of
Port Orford cedar.

Her owners are G. W. Kidd and W. L. Phillips,
men familiar with western navigation, and she was
built by J. C. Cousins; ber joiner work being
done by Jas. Duncan. Sbe is to be driven by two
side lever engines, 5 feet stroke and 24 inch eylin-
ders, built by Martie, Anebutz & Co., of Cincinnati,
Ohio. Her boilers, four in number, are set on she
forward main deck, the engine in the rear. On the
after part of the same deck the ladies’ eabin is lo-
cated which is to contain eight bridal rooms. The
upper deck, with an entrance close to the forward
gangways, is occupisd by s large cabin, running,
with the usual offices for the business of the boat,
the entire length aft. This cabin has 20 state-
rooms on each eide, each with two berths, runnisg
thwart-ships and is to be finished in the highest
style of art. The entire cost of the Nevada will
probably reach £100,000. She will be lsunched
next week, probably by Wednesday, and is well
worth the inspection of the curious, as she is pro-
gressing towards completion.

Avstin's Rrirexep.—Every city in the world
has & prominent dry goods establishment, a leader
of the fashion, and as fixed a mark of its social
import as its City Hall. ,London has Swan and
Edgar's; New York, Stewart, with his palace, and
Ban Francisco, Austin’s, For ten years A. A. Aus-
tin meiotsived the fashionable emporium—the
expoeitor of all those marvels of lace, silk and
velvet, satin and linen, needlework and ribbons,
so famed in all the narratives written of society on
the Pacific. For ten years, beset with the usual
reverses of California experience, aliernate wealth
and its reverse, he maintained himself, and for
years fought fickle fortune with s load of debt,
enough to sink a dozen men, but which his honor
and integrity would persist in endeavoring to
weather. The patience and perseverance of years
could not prevail, and Austin was foroed, like
many other honorable men, to go into liquidation.
His magnificent stock is now offered at retail, with
the view of closing it out, so that he may recom-
mence the world untramweled by indebetdness.
In all his relations of life, A. A. Austin has been
an enterprising and upright eitizen, and we know
of no one who has won the sympathy of cur com-
munity so universally. The ladies are in his favor,
and powerfal advocates are they, for who can with-
stand their arguments’ Let us see Austin once
more reéstablished. San Francisco must bave a
Stewart, and we know no one more competent to
fill 80 prominent a mereantilo position.

Fire ox Posr Srreer.—The building on the
southwest corner of Post and Dupont streets, was
found to be on fire about half past three o’clock this
morning, snd owing to the scarcity of water was
nlmost eptirely consumed. The lower portion of
the bouse was occupied by A. Waldstein, cigar box
manufactory, and tbe upper part by families ; they
were aroused in time to from the premises.
Chief Engineer Scannel! fell with the outside stairr,
leading from the yard, a distance of ten feet, but
appeared to sustaio no injury. Engine No. 11 was
was first on the ground, ana sttached the hose to
@ hydraut, as did the engines arriving immediately
after, but the larger portion of the Department got
at work before the fire could be extinguished. The
property adjoining was set on fire about a year ago,
and this firc probably originated in the same way.

IxaveumaTiox Bavi.—Mondsy next being the
inauguration of the Republican Administration, the
event ie to be duly celebrated in our midst by s
grand Citizen's Ball, st Platt’s New Music Hall
We know of no more agreeable manner of colebt.t;
ing the event; an auspicious premonition of the
events which will follow the induction of & cem-
plete ehange iu the political destinies of the country.
It ie an oocasion when all asperities of politieal life
should be surrendered to the enjoyment of social
amenities, and a8 the ball is under the control of
geutlemen of worth, it will doutless prove a notable
affair.

Bexerir Tais Evexixe.—Miss Sophie Edwin, o
lady who has won the esteem of all, in her publie
and private life, is to be the recipient of a benefit
at the Opers House this evening, on whieh ocea-
sion, Bulwer's comedy of “Money” will be per-
formed. If money is to be expended in theatricals,
we know of no mere glorious and entertaining a
comedy than < Money.” Iiis worth secing aside
from the olaims the beneficiare has upon the public.
Miss Edwin bas but just recovered from a severe
aod lengthy indisposition, and her benefit should
prove a substantial one.

Broapway Prorerty.—James E. Wainwright
& Co. sold st private sale, on the 234 uit., the fol-
lowing property as a whole for $15,000 cash: The
jot on the south-west corner of Kearny and Broad-
way, 304 by 624 feet, with stable thereon; the lot
adjoining on Kearny street, 18 by 62} feet, with
o &-m:thmolou adjoining west on
B way, 25 by 70 feot each, with buildings,
together with the baker's oven, building and lot
next to the above west—in all five fine lots.

Mgconamocr’ Instrrore.—The annual elestion for
officers, held yesterday, resulted as follows: For
President, J. P. Buckly, 153 votes; Wm. MeKib-
ben, Vice President, 303 ; P. B. Dexter, Recording

Corresponding

75: J. E. Kiocaid, Treasurer, 303.

Directors—P. Torquet, 222 votet ; Frank Eastman,

202; G. W. Gilmore, 198; C. M. Plum, 192; J. R.
Bims, 179 ; A. Doud, 174; Nathan Porter, 142,

Overvaxp.—The Overland Mail, with dates from

Bt. Louis to February 7th, arrived in this city last
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made public—s nnmber of Jews and Mahomme-
dans having been found in this State, together with
a few original Christians. These matters wills
doubtless attract more sttention to the Chinese in
our midst.

Tue WasmixeToN Lecture.—~The lecture on
Washington, delivered by Rev. T. 8. King, before
the Light Guard, on the 22d ult., wuich won such
encomiums from all who heard it, will be repeated
on Monday evening at Tucker's Academy of Musie.
We sdvise our readers to listen to this masterpiece
of this able littcrateur and not to miss the opportu-
nity.
Way 18 Ir?—A gentleman asks us why it is
that for the last three days the National flag has
not been hoisted as usual on Fort Alestraz and Fort
Point? We are unable to answer; but are assured
that no American flags have been displayed there
for three days.

Dar Perrormance.—All those who have the
time to spare, and wish to pass a pleasant hour to-
day, should not forget that a vocal and instru-
mental concert will be given at Tucker’s Hall,
commencing at 24 P, M,

Exicxersocker No. 5.—The benefit of Knick-
erbocker Engine Company No. 5 will take place on
Monday evening, March 4th, on which occasion
Mrs. Julia Dean Hayne, Mre. Judah, and other
talent will participate.

Staeer Mexpicanrs.—Of late we have noticed a
number of female beggars in the streets. It is hard
to refuse charity when demacded, yet it would be
better to make enquiry before bestowing it.
Frowers.—The bouquet venders fairly tempt
one by the magnificent and fragraut collection of
flowers they offer. Camelia japonicas, tube-roses,
violets, heliotropes and roses seem plentiful.
Sare.—The arrival of the Columbia, last eve-
ning, materially relieved the anxiety o® many who
were unwise enough to lend credulous ears to all
manner of vangue but distressing rumors.
AckNowLEDGMENTS.—Mr. Yoemans, the gentle-
manly clerk of the Petaluma, will please accept
our acknowledgments for his kind attentions to us
yesterday, on board that steamer.

Ax Ovarios.—The Opera House was crowded to
it utmost €apacity last evening, the occasion of
Mrs. Judah's beoefit, and the performance gave
great satisfaction.

Yesterpay's Main.—The Post Office in this
city, yesterday, sent East 14,936 letters, of which
number £,413 went by steamer, and 6,523 by over-
land.

EccresiasticalL Triarn.—We are in receipt of a
pamphlet containing the proceedings in full of the
recent trial of Rev. Geo. B. Taylor.
Masquerapk.—Prof. Johnson announces ano-
ther of his masquerade balls this evening.

Barrery Streer.—Battery street, from Pacific
northward, is being paved and planked.

BY TELEGRAPH.

Sacrawexro, March 1, 1861.
In the Senate a bill! was introduced to allow
Shirley & Storer to extend their wharf at Benicia
150 feet, to collect tolls, and to hold franchise for
twenty years.
An aot to establish a standard of weights and
measures passed the Senate.
An ect to provide for the sale of tide lands was
ordered engrossed.
An act to repay Mary Ruseell for moneys ex-
pended by Sisters of Mercy for burial of dead,
passed the Senate.
An act concerning the infant heirs of Bermado
Yorba, deceased, passed Senate.

e ———
Arrival of the Columbia
MORE INDIAN TROUBLES.
The steamer Columbia arrived in port last
evening.
The following are her memoranda and pas-
senger list :

Memoranda.

The Pacific Mail Steamship Company’s steamer
Columbia, Capt. E. 8. Farnsworth, left San Fran-
cisco, Feb. 15th, for Eureks, Trinidad, Crescent
City, Port Orford, and the Umpqua; arrived at
Umpqua on the morning of the 20th. Left for San
Frapeisco and way ports on 2Ist; experienced
beavy weather and fogs on the up trip; was de-
tained at Humboldt Bays six days by heavy
weather. Darque Arcadian, loading with lumber
at Trinidad, was to sall on the 24th ; schooner Auck-
land left Crescent City, Feb. 20th, for San #ran-
cisco, loaded with Jumber. In port at Humboldt
Bay, brigs Eolus and Geo. Emery, schrs. Kaluna,
Brilliant, and J. B. Ford, and barque Hartford,
for San Francieco: schr. Gen. Morgan, for Tahiti-
Schre. Gen. Morgan, J. B. Ford, and Aaluna were
struck by lightning on the morning of the 25th, but
received no serious damage.

Passengers.

Mr Sutton, Eimonsfield, Hodapp, Father Rossi, Captain
McKenuer, Mrs Coe and child, Roberts, Dirsmore, Hull,

Tilley, Cushing, Rollins, Sterns, Williams, J A Lord, and
15 others.

Consignees.

Orde-, 160 sks potatoes—Thoe Bull, 1 bx mdse—Jon-
uings & Brewster, 1 bx mdse—Fordham & Jenuings, 4 bxe
bacon—Mrs Coe, 4 pkgs mdse—Capt Kingeland, 24 pkgs
furniture—W E Hall, 45 bead cattie—Mr Reus, 103 head
swine—Wells, Fargo & Co, $3,000 in treasure.

LierTxixc.—Three vessels, mentioned in the
memoranda, were struck by lightning in Hum-
boldt Bay on the 25th—the first cases of the
kind in California.

TriRTY-NINE INDIANS Sruaiy,—We learn that
about a week ago, thirty-nine diggers were
killed by the settlers on main Eel River, above
the crossing of the old Sonoma trail. Itseems
that the few setilers at Ketinshou, at the be-
ginning of winter, in order to avoid danger to
their stock from snow, moved down on main
Eel River, at the point mentioned. Not long
since some of them returned to look after their
houses, etc., and found that the Indians had
destroyed all they had left. Hereupon a com-
paoy started in pursuit of the offenders, taking
along some friendly Indians to assist them.
They report having found the band that com-
mitted the damage, and killed the above num-
ber of bucks.— Humboldt Times, 9th ult.

Seves Inpians Kiiiep.—We are informed,
through the mail rider, that the settlers of
Upper Mattole on Saturday last made an at-
tack on a band of predatory Indians—in fact,
all the digger tribe would éome under that
head—and killed seven of their number. The
Indians had, previously as usual, made ita
practice to run off and kill stock, but not be-
ing satisfied with that, bad made an attempt
the day before to take the life of one of the
settlers, an elderly gentleman whose name we
could not learn. They shot at him with ar-
rows, one of which struck him, but not so as
to inflict a serious wound.—7bid,

Four Isprans KiLen.—A band of Indians
killed and drove off several head of cattle and
a lot of hogs from settlers on Kneeland’'s
Prairie last week, whereupon a party of men
went in pursuit of the rascals, came up to
them in the redwoods near North Yager Creek,
and killed four of their number.— Tymes 234 ult.
Waite Max Kitep ror ax INpian.—We
learn that & young man by the name of Wright
was accidentally shot at South Fork of Eel
River, recently, by one] Jones. They were,
with others, at the time on an excursion after
Indians, and while surrounding a rancheria
Jones fired upon Wright, supposing him to be
an Indian, as be states. The baul passed
through his body killing him on the spot.—
Times 9th.

Two Ixpiaxs axp A Wurre Woman KiLuen,
—A letter from Hydesville in the Zimes of the
23d ult., says :

“Ketinshou Valley wes sacked by the In-
diane on Friday last, by watching the only
settler there, John Fulwider, until be went for
his cow in the evening, and then rushed into
the house. They shot the dog and fired at
Fulwider on his return. Having nothing te
defend himself with he had to leave. He went
over to Eel River, to the settlement, which was
abandoned on Sunday last, for the reascn that
there were 100 many Indians about. They
bad killed about three hundred of their hogs
and a great number of stock. On their way
in they came across the Indians that had rob-
bed Larabee’s house, and killed two of them.
They went on to the house, or to where it
ihd st00d, and found the Indians had burned
¢ and killed Aan Quinn, cook at the ranch,
They found the body of Ann lying about six
feet fron': tho; door considerably burnt,

* David King was plowing & short distanee
from the house at the time and when he heard
the ﬁx;ing, started towards it. The Indians
saw him coming and fired at him, and at-
tempted to cut off his retreat, but he suc-
ceeded in effecting his escape
Fresner.—The streams arehigher now than
at any time during the winter, e
has been done en Mad and Eel River.
WithpRawAL oF THE CoLuMBIA.—The

Times
of the 16th says that the Columbia is to be
withdrawn with the trip just made.

Guarnive Smarrs.— A correspondent sug-
gests the passage of a law compelling all per-
sons who sink shafts within the corporation
limits of a city or town, or legal bounds of a
public bighway, to inclose them substantially,
cover them up, or make them secure in some
msnner against travelers. As frequent cases
occur of persons falling into shafts, we think

evening.

the suggestion a one decidedly.—Nevada
Journal, s "

with Profit to the State,

We recently accompanied His Excellency Gov—
ernor Downey, and the Hon. Johnson Price, Secre-
tary of State, to the State Prison at San Quentin,
on the of their regular monthly visit to
that institation. The prison is easily reached
every day in the fine steamer Petaluma,
which touches on the upward trip at the Point
about 2 P. M. The affairs of the prison, extrava-
gantly and grossly as they have been mismanaged
since its establishment, until within a fow months,
are now & gratifying contrast to the old regime.
The contract system has been abolished, and the
priton falling under the immediate supervision of
the State authorities, a system of economy has
been inaugurated which has produced the most
gratifying result, not only as regards the expendi-
ture of money, but as relates to the prisoners, their
subordination, health, and general condition,
From the mass of notes which we have taken in
going over the prison, we collate the following
facts, by which we propose to show how materially
the affairs of this great State pickpocket have been
improved, what economy has been introduced, and
a general resumé of the healthful change which
only four months has accomplished. This we will
preface with a short

SKETCH OF THE PRISON PROPERTY,

During the session of the Legislature of 1852, an
Act was passed, authorizing Governor Bigler to
purchase a piece of property upon which to locate
aState Prison. Thespot selected was twenty acres of
ground, forming Poiot San Quentin,in Marin County,
& portion of the ranch then owned by Mr. Berjamin
R. Buckelew. Mr. Bigler, in his capacity of Gov-
ernor, effected the purchase from Buckelew, on the
3d of July, 1852, and the work of ercting the prison
was at once commenced. This was several years
in process of erection, the work being done by the
prisoners, under the manag tof G 1 Estill,
who contracted with the State, for the sum of $10,-
000 per month. The prison enclosure includes five
acres. It is surrounded by a massive wall, about
twenty feet in height, and of corresponding thick-
ness, the first six feet being of quarried stone, and
the rest of brick made by the prisoners. It con-
tains two buildings of brick and stone, in which
the prisoners are locked up every night. In addi-
tion to the above named twenty acres, there is
another tract of twelve and a third acres, northerly
adjoining, which was bought of the owners of the
ranch, in 1853, by the San Francisco Manufacturing
Company, for certain purposes. Of this Company
General Estill was a member. and the Company,
the following year, sold their right to Archibald
Wood, who, in 1855, sold it, with certain improve-
ments, to the Btate, for $18,000, about ten times
what it was worth. Wood was understood as
acting for Estill in this purchase. But before
Wood sold to the State, Mr. Center got possession
of a judgment of £2,000 against the Manufacturing
Company, and had the twelve and a third acres
sold out. He then claimed, and still claims, that
his judgment having been recorded, prior to the
sale, to the State, ho had the best title to the land.
So Superintendent McCauley thought, who sue-
ceeded Estill as Lessee, and he gave Center posses-
sion, after a suit had been instituted. The State
authorities, however, soon after ejected Center, who
is mow an applicant before the Legislature, in a bill
for relief for $5,000. But the State’s title is not
even yet considered good, for other reasons.

The above is but a meagre outline of the condi-
tion of the prison property. The transactions of
one kind and another bave extended through all
the Legislatures since 1552, and the secret bistory
of the corruptions and public extortions which have
been connected with the institution up to within a
few months, would £ill a good-sized volume. Pro-
bably it will never be known. The State Prison
has been a fruitful theme for newspaper articles fo”
many years, .for through it, the public have been
plundered more than by any other mears. The
presents immense debt of the State is particularly
owing to the extravagance and mismanagement of
many officials and politicians connected with the
affairs of the Prison. Gen. Estill, or his sub-lesseer
remained in possession until 1858, when Governor
Weller proceeded te San Quentin and, by a noted
coup d’etat, took possession in the name of the
State. We should except a brief regime under
the Know-Nothing adminisiration of Governor
Johnson, when the affairs of the institution were in
no respect improved. After Mr. Weller's seizure of
the Prison the State had control for a year, during
which time the lessee brought suit, and finally,
obliged the State to pay him an enormous sum
(We have not the fSgures at hand.) The fact is
the State had not only, during thirteen months, to
pay the regular monthly charges of the Prisow,
which were made ot at about $10,000 per month,
but aleo the Estill contract of $10,000 per month in
addition.

The Alita, long before that time, strenuously
urged the settlement of the Estill claim, at $75,—
000, as the chespest course for the State to pursue,
but other counsels prevailed, and in the end some-
thing like $130,000 was extorted. The prison then
went back into the hands of Mr. McCauley, who
held the lease until about last November, when the
long rule of mismanagement and public plunder
was brought to an end, by the prison passing final-
ly into the possession of the State authorities.
where, we trust, it will hereafter remain. These
outlines could be extended into whole columns of
details, but our space forbids more than the above
casusl allusion to the history of the Prison property.
The State Prison has cost the people of California
at least a million and a half of dollars, as it now
stands. Our readers can easily imagine what an
interminable story could be wrought out of the
legislation and business management connected
with the disbursement of swch an enormous sum.
It would make, at best, but a tedious and disgust-
ing narration.

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE PRISON.

The affairs of the State Prison are now managed
by the Governor, Lieut. Governor and Secretary of
State, and a State Prison Committee from both
branches of the Legislature. The immediate acting
officers of the institution are Lieut. Governor I. N,
Quinn and James C. Pennie, Wardens ; Col. R. N.
Snowden, Commissary; a Clerk; and a Captain,
Lieutenant, and twenty-eight guards, who do al-
ternate duty. There are also two Captaing of ves-
sels employed in prison business. This is the new
organization. Immediately on the inauguration of
this prison government a new order of things was
apparent.

THE NEW SYSTEM OF DISCIPLINE.

A new system of prison discipline was started,
and many of the loose hap hazard rules which had
been before in vogue, were discontinued. One after
another of the privileges which tended to facilitate
escapes and general breaks from the prison, and to
produce insubordination were abridged. From
being the filthiest and most revolting spectacle—a
shame and disgrace to the State—every department
was reorganized and kept in porfect neatness. The
cenvicts are now required by the efficient Commis-
sary, Col. Snowden, to wash themselves, and every
man must change his clothing once a week. The
pernicious “ trusty system,” by which eonsiderable
numbers of prisoners were allowed to sleep outside
the walls, and thus be enabled to concoet plans
with those ide for pes, has been abolished
Every prisoner must be in his cell within the wails
by sundown. The result of this is that the conviots
are aware of the increased vigilance, and are less
likely tu attempt a break while the striet diseipline
which is now enforced assures them that any at-
tempt of the kind will not only be frustrated, but
that severe punishment is certain to ensue.

WORKING THE PRISONERS.

The subjeet of changiag the prison from a heavy
expense to the State, into » wource of public
revenue, is now occupying the attention of the Gov.
ernor and the Legislature. Messrs. Quinn, Pennie
and Bnowden have suggested several plans whieh
must, of courss, be subject to the approbation of
the State Government. The truth is that the idea
of any prison expenditures other than what are
actually required to keep the place in existence
has become exceedingly distasteful to the pub-
lic. It has bsen a chronic source of nbt:ry
year after year, until the Legislature regard
with special disfavor any and all plame by
which appropriativns are to be made for its use.
But it is, nevertheless, susceptible of demonstration
that the State Prison can be made a self-sustaining
eoncern, and, in time, even a source of income. To
effect this, however, & certain outlay or investment
must be made, a8 in all business transactions; and
it remains to be seen whether the Legislature will,
at any fature session, permit the experiment to be
tried. Up to the time when the State took charge
of the prison, the expenditures for its support, as
has already been shown, amounted to $10,000 per
month. Where this money all went to, who can
tell? It is only mecessary to show that these ex—
penses bave been reduced to about $3,500 per
mounth—or to about one-third of what they were
before—to pro

who have given the subject proper
doubtless eventually settle upon the best plan. One
thing is certain : there is muscle and brains enough
among those five hundred and i to

B ———
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Crixese.— Our city was alive J"“‘"“ll 'i‘:'l:h A Visit to the State Prison. 'hi:lld‘b‘.i:: bhdm machingry. What & m'::d..hr“:hu with a I-.“.‘ which he held in
inese who arrived by the Mary Whit- — 8 opted for this purpose has not yet h purpose. Instantly the prisoners
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Their condition would also be greatly improved
by being thus put to labor. The object of incar-
ceration is to reform the eriminal. If he remains
in prison & term of years, and comes forth again
upon the community no better than when he went
in, he is but ripe for fresh depredations, and soon
finds his way back to confinemens. But give him
a trade, force him to learn some useful and inge-
nious branch of industry, and he has an incentive
to recommence life anew. His prison life has not
been one of additional demoralization, but he issues
with the means of earning an honest livelihood, if
chooses. Thus the object of the punishment—re~
formation—as well as the public economy, is cen-
sulted in the establishment of a system of prison
labor. Another consideration is that the prisoners
are thus kept within the walls, and have offered to
them no temptations to escape, in the prevention of
which 80 many scenes of unavoidable cruelty have
occurred. Several of the penitentiaries in the At-
lantic States are self-supporting, and two or three
do even better than that.

Col. Snowden has already commenced his econo-
mical working system with signal success. Among
his five hundred and seventy men there must neces-
sarily be many artisans and mechanics. These he
is fast finding out and setting to werk at their
trades. At first no desire is shown by these men
to make their acquirements known. But as the
prospect of being set at more severe labor increases
they generally take hold with a will. Well behaved
and expert workmen are also favored, in various
ways, above the mere stolid wretch who prefers
to merely exist, ¢r lacks the intelligence for any
useful pu

We saw in Col. Snowden’s store-room tinware,
of which enough had been made in the prison for
the use of six hundred men for a year; all kinds of
rough clothing, boots and shoes, hats made out of
sugar sacks, neatly cut into strips and plaited into
sennit, buckets, bed ticks, soap (of which enough is
made for the entire prison)and in short almost
everything that is used within the walls. The
place is, in fact, being fast converted into an indus-
trial hive. Every man has got to work, sooner or
later, under the present government. The crude
material is brought into the prison, and all the
work is done within its walls.

Col. Snowden has found out tailors enough in
his multitude to set to work and uniform the whole
of them. A part of his srstem is to have the whole
number dressed alike. When a prisoner commen-
ees his term he beeomes impersonal, and is known
only by his number. These figures will be placed
conspicuously on the hats, and on each article of
clothing. He thinks he shall be able to have this
suit of coarse elothing made for each conviet in
ninety days from the time of receiving the material
for which he is now negotiating. He is aleo only
waiting for the stock with which to commence car-
riage, wagon and buggy making. Blacksmithing
is now followed with great success. A large black-
smith shop is erected, whenoce the iron work turned
out is in constant demand, for the purposes of the
prison. If the necessary amount of money can be
obtained from the Legislature, for the purchase of
machinery, a woolen faetory will be erected within
the walls, in which the more ingenious prisoners
will be made to work up the produce of our own
State. Brick making has been pursued as the most
available employment for the prisoners up to this
time. The season for this labor will not recom-
mence for several weeks yet; and then the objec-
tion recurs of his being obliged to send many des-
perate villains out into the open country. The
clay immediately around the prison is mnearly all
exhausted.

At a greater distance, to the westward, enough
remains to occupy the prisoners for another year.
This being beyond the public grounds, is the prop
erty of Mr. Ross, the owner of the rancho upon
which the prison is built. Fifty cents per thousand
is paid him by the State for the use of the clay, of
which enough remains to make about 20,000,000,
The space covered by this available clay, is about
five acres. The “chain-gang,” or a body of forty
of the most hardened villains and desperadoes, are
principally employed upon brick-making. These
are men of the worst stamp—esome of them in for
atrocious crimes, and who are kept heavily ironed,
owing to their repeated attempts to break out.
Some of them have succeeded once or twice. They
will go to their work carrying a thirty-pound ball
and heavy chain, with which they are made to an-
chor themselves while at work, and with which it
is impossible to run.

ADPITIONAL BUILDINGS REQUIRED.

The necessity of additional buildings for the
prison enclosure is becoming more urgently ap-
parent every month. It should be always borne
in mind that the * prison,” so called, means the
five-acre enclosure walled in as already described.
Within this are the buildings for the confinement
of the convicts. As we have stated, there are but
two of these, both of which contain but forty-eight
cells in which to place five hundred and seventy
prisoners. As it may be imagined, these apart-
ments are altogether inadequate for the purposes
intended. The evils resulting from this state of
affairs are manifold.

First, and most important, there can be no sepa-
ration of the eonvicts. The want of a sufficient
pumber of cells obliges the eonfinement of the
worst class of wretches promiscuously together,
where ample opportunity offers for the concoction
of conspiracies and breaks. Probably none of the
disastrous escapades which have been chronicled in
the last four years would have occurred kad there
been facilities for the confinement of the prisoners
in twos or threes. This evil is constantly increas-
ing as the number of prisoners is augmented, and
the remedy of additional buildings must be soon
adopted, or terrible results will surely enswe. Col.
Snowden proposes to erect another buildiog of stone
and brick, within the prison walls, to contain two
hundred cells, and to add another story to the old
stone building in the south part of the enclosure,
to contain fifty cells. This, with the present num-
ber, would give about three bundred cells, which
would contain the whole number of conviets, two
in a each. These buildings can be commenced at
once with the prison labor. The material is at
hand in the brick yards and at the stone quarries
un an adjacent island. Buat an appropriation must
be made for the iron work necessary. At present,
fifty prisoners are confined every night in a room
together. We need say nothing more to show the
impossibility of effectual and rigid discipline under
such a state of affairs,

APPEARANCE OF THE PRISONERS,

The convicts are clad in cheap, coarse, but sub-
stantial clothing, made up, as we have shown, in
the prison. The bedding is also coarse, and as
cleanly as circumstances will permit. But neatness
is not possible, where such a crowd, composed for
the most part of the worst men in the world, are
huddled together. Their appearance differs from
that of any other body of comvicts we have ever
seen. Ordinarily, in Boston, Philadelphia, or other
Atlantic peni iaries, the criminals are, in part,

posed of men d for offences requiring
the exertion of some degree of intellect, and the re-
sult of social conditions, such as forgery and the
like crimes. But Lere the case seemed widely dif-
ferent. We positively never beheld so frightful a
collection of faces. All that is base, cruel, beastly
and horrible in human natare, seems concentrated
within those walls. The painters and poets of old
need not have searched beyond this collection for
ideals of moasters.

Some of the most wicked faces were those of
Americans and Europeans: but the particularly re-
pulsive and brutal were Spanish-Americans, and
negroes, while the hardened, cunning physiogno-
mies of the Chinese robber and murderer was a
feature to be encountered in no other prison out of
China in the world. The; are ruled with an iron
hand ; but with po needless cruelty—though now
and then severe examples have to be made. It is
only in contemplating that fearful collection of
criminals that we can realize the vileness to which
human nature can sink. To California have come
some of the worst w in exist lecti
this as a favorable field for their operations.

And yet, in that Prison are those who should not
be there. We had pointed out to us the man who
bad wounded hie antagonist in a fight, and though
both were to blame, he alone had suffered, and was
here for two years on a charge of “assault with
intent to kill.” It was a fight into which almost
any passionate man might be hurried. There was
a boy eighteen years of age, who was in for two
years, for almost a similar offence. His sentence
was altogether toe harsh. Several other instances
were pointed out to us. One in partioular we think
merits notice. This man is Alexander Grifin, who
was sent to the Prison for ten years for manslaugh-
ter, in Nevada ; he has served out four years of his
term ; is now the trusty gate-keeper, and has the
entire confidence of the officers. A number of
miners were quarreling over a claim in Nevada—all
industrious, hard-working men—Griffin, one of
them, got into hard words with the prinei
one of the other side; they had a tussel and
his antagonist was killed. It is not only
on the ground of his uniform gosd conduet,
that & pardon has been appplied fcr; but
for his faithful and efficient services in sssisting to
quell the recent outbreak. His gallant behavior on
that oocasion has been the theme of unmeasured
commendation on the part of all the officers, some
of whose lives he assisted to e. The facts
have been laid before the vernor, who,-it is
thought, will see fit to pardon Griffin. The exam.-
ple thus set to pri of aging goed con-
duct in such emergencies, it is believed, would bave
su:uhq‘nt,ndlldh others to similar good
eonduct.

THE DINING ROOM.

The prisoners are fed twice & day. They are al-
lowed beef, and bread and potatoes in ample quan-
tities ; and pork once a week. No drink but water,
This food, added to the excellent climate of San
Quentin, keeps the whole establishment in geod
health. The only sick are the few who were
wounded in the last break. 'Thirteen prison
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ESCAPES, AND BREAKS ; CONCLUDING REMARKS.

The subjeet which we have attempted to treat, is
eue of consi interest to tax-payers, who
have to support this great pandemonium of crime.
8an Francisco does a large share towards keoping

le of
California a million and a half of dolhn,e: een
dollars a piece to every voter in the State by the
last election returns. Take it for the a: of
voters during the nine years in which it has been
established, and it has cost each voter about fifty
dollars. If we calculate the cost of arresting,
P ting to justice, wit fees, jury
transporting to San Quentin, and other incidental
expenses of each of the convicts who have entered
the portals of the prison, those who remain, those
who bave served out their time, and those who have
escaped during these nine years, at the rate of only
$200 apiece, to what & prodigeous sum it would
smount !

Speakiog of escapes, only three prisoners have
got away since the State commenced its
ment of the institution four months ago. In the
ten months immediately preceding that, one hundred
and twenty-one escaped ! Of these, thirty have
been returned to the prison for various offences—
nobody knowing who they were until on making
their sppearance in eharge of the Sheriff of any
county they turned out to be old stagers, showing
beyond dispute that they at least had not been un-
justly imprisoned. Escapes who are thus returned
are severely flogged.

The number of convicts is steadily increasing.
In the last month there was an increase of eighteen
—that is, thirty-six were received and ecigteen dis-
charged by the expiration of their term. The num-
ber has increased one hundred and seventeen since
August last.

We must repeat, in closing, that the prison hss
never been 80 eleanly, so orderly, nor s0 economi-
cally managed as it is at present. We have had to
denounce the State Prison frauds and ouatrages so
often in the last eight years, that it is refreshing to
be able te vary the song. Independent of the ex-
cellent Board of Officers who have it in charge, the
Governor gives it his personal inspection at least
once a month, having a careful eye to its progress
and the all important idea of economy. The State,
s yet, is unable to expend the required moneys for
such improvéments as are needed, but common
sense, as well as the public thrift, demand that the
l" ¢ ah I’b‘".— .I'I, (37 JJ'O"M
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LETTER FROM SAN JOSE.

The Ride from San Francisco.
The pleasure-seeker who has a taste for

fine, varied, picturesque scenery, had better
make up his mind to try a trip to San José,
unless indeed he has good and urgent reasons
for going elsewhere. It is an easy day’s ride
from San Francisco—not over forty-five miles,
I think. He can travel by land or by water,
or by both. He can come for $3 50, $2 50,
or $2. The stage which leaves the overland
mail pffice daily at 8 A. M. and 12 M., will
bring him all the way for $3 50. Hecan pur-
chase a through ticket on the little steamer
Sophie McLane, at the foot of Broadway, for
2 50, and if he goes over to Oakland by the
first boat in the morning, he will find Bodley's
stage waiting to carry him down for $2. By
any of the routes he will have fine water and
valley views, views of green, gently sloping
hillsides, covered with a variegated shrubbery
which the mest tasteful and artistic gardener
could hardly improve ; and away far up above
them, he will have, on either side, the two
mountain ridges of the coast range running
almost parallel to each other, down to the
borders of Monterey County, and raising their
summits high enough to kiss the clouds.

Business in San Jose.

San José is growing rapidly, and it is none
of your fungus or mushroom growths. Busi-
ness is brisk, and what is better, it is conduct-
ed on a good, firm basis. The County of
Santa Clara is said to be the richest after San
Francisco in the whole State of California. It
is certainly assessed at a higher figure than
any of the others. The streets of San José are
wide and straight, and are kept in very good
repair. The town is lighted with gas. It
contains many fine substantial brick buildings,
which would make a good show on auy of the
streets of your city. The town has a popula-
tion of about 4,000, the county about 7,000,

The Nurseries.
The distinguishing feature of San José is its

nurserfes. For whole miles around you csn
see little or nothing else. The choicest fruit

and flower trees are sent from here daily to
every part of the State, as well as to Mexico
and Central America. We have nurseries kept
by Americans, and Germans, and Irishmen,
and Frenchmen. The Frenchmen, I think,
are rather taking the lead in the business.
Mr. Delmas, and Mr. Pellier, and Mr. Provost,
have gardens whica cannot probably be ex-
celled on this continent. Mr. Provost's grounds
are, I think, the most extensive. He can fur-
nish you with a specimen of almost every tree,
and plant, and flower that grows from the
Equator to the Poles. Those which he eannot
bring to perfection in the open air, he has
dwarfed in pots and boxes, after the Japanese
fashion. He has latterly been directing a
great deal of attention to the cultivation of
the mulberry tree, and the rearing of the silk-
worm. He has already produced a small
quantity of silk, which will compare favgrably
with anything either of Chinese or Fremch
origin. He entertains the most sanguine ex-
pectations of the success of the silk crop ia
this country. He has planted over 5,000
mulberry trees this season, and he expects to
go into the business on such a scale as will
allow our wives, and sisters, and sweethearts,
to clothe themselves in the finest textures—
and homespun at that—within the next four
or five years. A stroll through his nursery
would, of itself, amply repay you for a ride to
San José. He speaks English remarkably well
for a Frenchman. He is intelligent, and pleased
to see strangers, and is emphatically what the
French call “ un brave homme.”

Businessmen in San Jose.
On my way down on the boat, some four
weeks ago, I happened to learn that there
were a lawyer, a doctor, a shoemaker, two

carpenters, two waiters and several farm hands
on board, all bound for San José, with the idea
of locating themselves there permanently.
This caused me to look a little more closely at
the place, so as to satisfy myself about the
chances that were in store for the new comers.
We have here 27 lawyers, 11 doctors, including
dentists, 3 druggists, half a dozen shoestores,
and several shoemakers, and more carpenters
ard farm hands than can find steady employ-
ment. There is also, I think, a good opening
for & farniture store, and a store where house-
hold utencils of every description should be
kept. A cobbler, who would be satisfied to
work very cheap, could get along very well.
We are amply provided with barbers and rum
shops. We have 3 schools—enough for the
place. Churches, more than enough, or at
least more than we have people to fill them.
We have far too many lawyers. Our health
would not be in anywise imperiled by the sud-
den emigration of one-half our medical men.
There is room enough for a whole colony of
nice smart girls who would be satisfied to clean
and cook, and look after things generally at
first, with a very fair prospect of rising, at no
distant day, to be the honored head of the
household affairs.

After looking in at the nurseries and admir-

pal | ing the pretty flower gardens, and the couuntry-

houses, and the dasking girls in the vicinity of
San José, you can spend a day pleasantly in
visiting the famous New Almaden mine. It is
only thirteen miles from town ; fare one dollar.
When you get there you will say that it is the
handsomest thirteen-miles-ride in the State,
Viator.

Cume ror Gares iy CuioxsNs.—I have tried
the following plan, and found it a certain cure
for gapes in chickens. Take a medium-sized
broem splint, and with a sharp knife make two
or three barbs near the large end. Open the
mouth of the chicken, having its neck down
straight, and, as the windpipe is opened for
breath, put in the instrument, and running it
carefully down the full length of the windpipe,
turn it around and draw it up, when one or
more small red worms, an inch in length, will
be found caught in the barbs. I have taken
Two or three
operations are often necessary, but if faithfully
performed, the remedy is sure.—American 4g-

Price or Brer Carrie.—We were informed
last week by a stock dealer and a butcher for
the San Francisco market, that beef cattle were
unnlu:l!y low at the pmo:t time, with f- pros-
pect of continuing so, and perhaps of going
still lower. He :id o fine lot of Californian
beeves had just been sold for seven dollars per
head, and a large contract had been made for
a drove, to be delivered in the city in June
next, at twelve dollars each. This does not
lock encouraging for the stock business, what-
;;-rdt:o prospect for the consumer.—.dlameda

er
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Christianity in China.

The late reports from China seem to indi-
cate that the rebels in the Celestial Kingdom
‘are much nearer to Christianity than they have
bad eredit for. A Mr. Griffith John, an Eng-
lish Protestant missionary, who visited the
rebels at Nankin, has published a long ac-
count of his journey. It appears that the
‘Celestial King,” the leader of their revolu-
tion, is & divine man, is & younger brother of
Jesus, has miraculous power, and superhuman
wisdom and knowledge; but with this excep-
tion, they seem to be good Christians. At
Nankin Mr. John was very favorably received
by the Rebel King in command there. He
writes thus:

The city wall is about 35 English miles in
circumference, and it encloses a space much
larger than that of any other city in China.
Now it ascends the brow of a hill, and now it
descends into the valley. The wall is very
thick and is formed in many places of the solid
rock. Formerly the city bad thirteen gates;
now it has only nine; the others being closed.
It has always been more than half empty. In
past times, however, many of these parts, and
especially the hills, were covered with some of
the largest and most beautiful monasteries and
temples that China could boast of. Of these
not a vestige now remains. With the excep-
tion of one temple which was econ-
verted into a “Li pai tang” (chapel)
some years ago, and two or three more
which have been turned into domicils,
there is nothing in the whole of this vast city
to remind one of idolatry, I don’t think that
there is such a thing as an idol or idol-wor-
ship in the city. Probably this can ba said of
no other city in China. There is no publie
tobacco and opium smoking, nor spirit drink-
ing in this city.

All these are strictly forbidden ; and though
I know that both tobacco and opium are
smoked, and spirits drunk, by not a few, yet
it is done so secretly that not the faintest sign
of either is to be observed in the streets. They
are everywhere busy in rebuilding the place.
They employ every carpenter and mason they
can find for this purpose. Shops of every de-
scription, on a small scale, are open, and in
some parts a good deal of business is going on.
I was particularly strack with the fine, healthy
appearance of the women and children. Most
of the women have large feet, and all have
them unbound. This will, to some extent, ac-
count for the superiority of their general ap-
pearance to all other Chinese women I have
seen. In the morning the women and children
take their rides or walks, as the case may be.
They ride astride.

Mr. John thus relates a visit to a couple of
“Kings,” of whom there appears to be abouta
dozen, among the leaders of the rebel army :

In the afternoon, we were invited to meet
the King Tsan at the palace of the King Kan.
In reference to Missionary work being carried
on in the Insurgents’ territory at present, he
said there are certain objections whigh they
have to consider. “ We can do nothing,” said
he, “on our own responsibility; the Celestial
King must be memorialized before we can do
anything; we shall repair to his palace to-
morrow, whea the matter will be settled sat-
isfactorily.”

After this, a pleasant talk ensued. King
Tsan is & Kwangsi man, and has been a foilower
of the Celestial Kisg from the beginning.
“When we first heard the Gospel in Kwangsi,
our hearts were very warm. Then we had no
thoughts of this world’s power and grandeur.
We only thought of preparing ourselves for
heaven. I knew nothing of God, or how to
worship him, before I was taught by the Celes-
tial King. He taught me the folly of idolatry,
the unity of God; and how to worship the true
God acceptably. He used to teach us that in
worshipping God, the heart, a sincere heart,
was all important; and that the practice
of offering tea, meats, &c., in religious ser-
vices, is useless. He would often exhort us
to seek the influences of the Holy Spirit (Sung
Shan fing) to change and sanctify our hearts.
All my family, with the exception of one son,
forsook me, on account of my religion and my
devotedness to the cause.” He spoke of
Christ's merits as efficacious to wash away all
guilt. “What would have been use,” said he,
‘“ of an old sinner, such as I, to trustin any
merits of my own.”

Mr. John reports the following eonversa—
tion which he had with the King Kan-wang:

King—‘ Teacher John, having come so far,
you must have some important business to
transact.”

Miss.—“ Yes ; [ have one or two matters of
importance which I wish to bring before the
Kan-wang. You have a large portion of the
country under your dominion at present, and
it is nighly important that missionaries should
go among your people to preach the gospel.
My principal object in coming is 1o confer with
the Kan-wang and others on the gquestion of
religious toleration, and on the best method
of earrying ou missionary work in your terri-
tory. Iam a missionary, and have nothing to
do with polities.”

King—* Your object is good and important.
The gospel is to be preached everywhere, and
all nations ard peoples are to believe in it.
But your manners and customs are very dif-
ferent fiom ours, and hence there is danger of
collision ensuing by free intercourse between

us.

Miss.—* What the Kan-Wang has said about
the difference which exists between the man-
ners and customs of different nations, is very
true. But, though such differences exist, still
the law of heaven is one ; and if we all abide
by it, there will be but little danger of our
coming in cellision.”

King.—* True.”

Miss.—* Well, suppose missionaries were to
come among you with the Bible in their hand,
sud explain i to the people, would they be
tolerated ?”

King.—“I look on the Bible as the book
which all natiops and people under heaven are
to believe in, and obey. But the Celestial King
says that whilst the ‘ Holy Book’is substan-
tially correct, it is not altogether free from
mistakes. For instance, in the names of men
and places there is a great deal of diversity—
sometimes they are written in one way, and
sometimes in another. Again, in reference to
the translations, the Celestial King says that
they maust be partially influenced by their pe-
culiar views and tenets and that from this
source some errors cannot but flow. He says
also, that there are some parts—such as those
which record the intoxication of Lot, and the
question put to Jesus about the
one woman to seven brothers—which should
net be taught the people. With these except-
ions, the Celestial King says that all the Bible
is perfectly good and perfectly beautiful.”” (On
another ion, the Celestial King made the
remark to the Kan-wang that, whilst he be-
lieves the Scriptures, in the original, are the in-
fallible word of God, ke does not believe the
translations to be always correct. This con-
clusion, he bases, I believe, on the discrepan-
cies which he finds between them.)

Miss.—* As to the objections just mentioaed,
the Kan-wang surely knows that they are of
very little weight. But it was my impression
that the Celestial King received the Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments as the word of
God. Would the Kan.wang inform me whe-
ther such is the case or no?”

King.—*‘ He does.”

Miss.—“ What objection, then, can there be
to missionaries coming among you to preach
the word of God ?”

King.—* So far as the people are concerned,
none whatever. Missionaries have perfect lib-
erty to go among them, to teach them in their
own way. As to going among the Chiefs and
soldiers, in the present circumstances, there
are certain objections which we have to con-
sider.

Miss.—“1It is true that the Missionaries do
not believe in the vision of the Celestial King,
and much less in those of the two other
and therefore can by no means teach them.
But there are other points which are, if possi-
ble, raore objectionable than these. Does not
the Celestial King set himself up as the Son of
God and the second brother of Christ? What
does he mean by this?”

King.=~* The Seriptures speak of the child-
ren of the flesh, of the children of the devil,
and the children of God.”

Miss.—*“ That is all very plain. The Kan-
wang understands the meaning of such ex-
pressions very well. But, does not the Celestial
King mean something more than that he is &
child of God, in the

King—* He bably
hoh:i;nolyll:o
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THE EARASZTHY CASE.
clude :

McAllister

evidence going to show a loss frem waste-
age, or by reason of defeetive apparatus or ma-
chinery. To this ruling the attorneys for the de-
fence took exceptions.

The defendants offered to prove that Mr. Wiegand,
the Assayer, while Col. Harassthy was Melter and
Refiner, was insane. To this evidence the U. S,
Distriet Attorney objected. The objection was
overruled by the Court, and the District Attorney
excepted.

The purpose of this testimony was to show that
the aseays of Wiegand were iucorrect, and that they
represented the value of the goid bullion deliversd
to Col. Haraszthy as greater thaa it really was.

Mr. Stanly offered to the jury a handbill pab-
lished by Mr. Wi d, over the name of Mr. Car-
roll. This handbill If mot insanity, s
least very strange conduct, and not sound common
sense.

Robert Bryant testified that the handbill was
published by Er. Wiegand.

Portions of the depositions of J. R. Snyder and
Leopold Kuh, before the M at Commiasioners, were
resd. They showed that Col. Harassthy complained
o‘l Wiegand’s assays, while he was Melter and Re-

ner.

L. Simonds testified that he was an assayer in
the Mint while Mr. Wiegand was Assayor. Soon
after Mr. Wiegand became Assayer he begen to
discharge the competent men in his department,
aad to appeint men who had to learn the business
of assaying in the Mint. A man of ordinary capa-
ﬁqhmﬂ learn to make an assay in about twe
mon

Gen. Chas. Harassthy, father of Col. Harassthy,
testified that he was appointed Assistant Melter
and Refiner in May, 1855, by Mr. Birdsall, and in
August was appointed to the same position by the
Secret.ry of the Treasury. Col. Harassthy was
dissatisfied with Wiegand’s assays. As an experi-
ment, we tock all the depcsits of one day, melted
them into two shoe bars, sent them back to the
Assayer as deposit bars. He reported them as
three or four thousandths finer than the first report.
They were melted over and again sent to the As-
sayer, and he again made a different report. The
Assayer very ofien sent down to inquire what was
the fineness of the gold.

A pumber of base metal bars were passed over
by the Melter and Refiner to the Treasurer at an
approximate value. They could not be aecurately
assayed. These bars amounted at last to about
40,000 ounces, and when they came to be finally
reduced their value was 4,000 ounces of gold less
than the witness supposed.

Fourth District Courrs.

The People ve. Samuel Nathan.—Indictment for
arson. In 7 of the ab of ial
witnesses for the prosecution from the State, and
there being no probability of their returm, & nolle
prosequi was entered and defendant discharged.

H. L. Henachel ve. Taaffo, MeCahill & Co.—At-
tach S suit d to-day for $1,120.

Joha Mason ve. Charles Doane.—Suit for $287
in coin.

County Court.

G. C. St. Clair was discharged under habeas
corpus.

An appeal was taken to-day to the County Court
from the decision of the Polise J convieting
Wm. Carr of assault and battery. T. W. Browder
and Amable St. Marie gave security in $200 for
Mr. Carr’s appearance.

Lumber Inspection.
Sax Franciseo, Feb. 28, 1861,

Eps. Avra: Having noticed an article in
Wednesday evening’s Bulletin headed, “ Lum-
ber, the Other Side,” I was surprised at the
statements made, more particularly as they
purpurted to come from Mr. Ryan. If [ am
net mistaken, Mr. Ryan was formerly engaged
in the manufacture of lumber at Humbeldt
Bay, the majority of which was shipped to
this port. I wasa large purchaser, and do not
remember having seen asingle eargo, which had
not been surveyed and marked prior to ship-
ment. [t ever was and still is the custom to
survey and mark all lumber shipped to this
port at the place where manufactured, and on
its arrival here it is discharged by stevedores,
who assort the same—not as regards quality,
but sizes and lengths. Two tallymen are gen-
erally employed, one by the vessel, the other
by the purchaser, whose duty is to keep tally
of the lumber according to the marks upon
each piece.

Now, as all lumber is surveyed at the mills,
I can not see what advantage or protection the
manufacturer is to have by the appointment of
a surveyor, neither do I understand how a
cargo of 100,000 feet should fall short several
thousand feet of the shipping measure, except,
of course, when the lumber has been thrown
overboard to save the vessel. Whea a cargo
has been accurately tallied into the vessel, and
no accident has occurred on the voyage, ag a
general thing the tallies at both ends of the
route nearly correspond. Under the present
arrangement for the survey of lumber, there
is no additional cost to the consumer, #s the
survey is supposed to be made by a competent
man in the employ of the manufacturer, whose
time, not being wholly required in that capacity,
is made useful in other occupations. Then,
again, Mr. Ryan asserts that the greater portion
of each cargo goes into a class known among
dealers as refuse.

I do not hesitate to say that the genmeral
average of what is classed as refuse lumber, is
not five per cent. of the entire ameunt brought
to this port from all sources, which is a small
perceatage, taking into consideration the
number of times and the rapidity with which
it is bandled in loading and discharging.
The bill introduced by Mr. Ryan creates a tax
upon the consumer of sixty-five cents per
thousand feet om its present or future value.
There is no getting over this fast, the manu-
facturer must have his living, the vessel must
make freight, the jobber must have a margin,
and the consumer must pay all extra charges.
Aside from this, the detention in the discharge
of the vessel would be so great, the price of
freight would, necessarily, advance ; otherwise
the owners of vessels would be compelled to
seek some other trade, or lay them up, as it is
generally conceded that, with preseat prices
of freight, and quick dispatch, the owners are
barely compensated for the investment and the
attendant risk. Then, again, the renting of
wharves is an expensive item, and it is & mat-
ter of the utmost importance that vessels should
bave quick dispatch, that the buyer might use
his wharf in the every.day transaction of his
business.

A few more words, and I am done. In jus-
tice to the lumber dealers of this city, (who,
as & general thing, are as high-minded and
honorable men as any in this or any other
community,) the statement made by Mr. Ryan,
that the lumber rejected from cargoes as re-
fuse is sold as merchantable, is incorrect; it is
invariably sold as refuse, but oftener is thrown
off the wharf, or used as firewood. No lumber
is considered by the buyer or admitted by the
seller as refuse, if not strictly so. If Mr. Ryan
has made such a statement, he bas done so

by being misinformed. d
Having many years been n..rd in the
myself as capable
of judging of the wants of the people in this

selling of lumber, I consider

particular branch of business as a class of
men whose time is devoted to political finan-
ciering and who have but one object in view,
which is to create uncalled-for office,
by which the dear people are w0 pay a fixed
salary or create a tax out of which they are to
live in ease and independence. I had hoped
the time bad arnved when the patient and in-
dulgent people were to have a respite from
further taxation, but I find the every-day say-
ing applicable here, “if it is not one thing it
is another.” Under the present arrangment
the business moves smoothly on; bautlet the
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The Execution of Albert Lea.

Albert Lea was hungin the yard of the Coua-
ty Jail at half-past one o’clock to-day, in ex-
piation of the murder of his wife. The cere-
mony was conducted with that due solemaity
which has heretofore characterised the official
duties of our Sheriff.
The scaffold was erected in the northern ex-
tremity of the yard, and the gaze of spectators
from the exterior of the prison prevented by
the efficient disposition of the Police force,
which, forming a cordon, excluded trespassers
from the adjoining roofs. The deceased was
accompanied by his religious adviser, Rev. Mr.
McAllister, who, with the Sheriff and his dep-
uties, mounted on the seaffold Jrom the north-
ern door of the main prison building. Within
the yard were some seventy-five spectators,
admitted by card.

On reaching the seaffold, Les, who was
d-essed in black, remoVved his felt bat, and
placing himself in the centre, was deeply en-
gaged in audible prayer, frequently clasping
bis bands and gesticulating in a supplicating
manner during the official readiog of the death
warrant. On the compietion of the reading,
he addressed the spectators in a firm and loud
voice, expressing his deep love for his mur-
dered wife, his conviction of the justness of
his expiation for crime, and his hopes of par-
don, concluding by returning thaoks to the
officers of the jail, the Sheriff and his deputies
for their kind consideration of his condition
whilst in prison, and made a very fervent and
eloquent appeal in return for the religious
teachings and consolations of Mr. MeAllister.

After an impressive prayer from Mr. McAl-

lister, the prisomer’s arms were pinioned, the
noose adjusted, the black cap hid his features,
and Albert Lea suffered the extreme penalty
of the law—death by hanging.
We are pleased to state that but a small
number of persons, compared with previous
occasions, evinced morbid curiosity by gather-
ing outside the jail, on Broadway, although
the house-tops and windows were pretty well
filled.

Ship t of T ..

Per Steawzr Corres, Marcw 1, 1561,
A N ——— $131,000 00
Alsop & Co......... - 125,367 00

B. Davidson.

30,000 00
Parrott & Co.....

75,029 77

Sather & Church.. 64,011 03
Levi Strauss........... 55,400 00
Wm. T. Coleman & Co 25,000 00
Frets & Ralston......... 30,000 00
Murphy, Grant & Co 30,000 00
D. 0. Mills & Co..... 30,000 00
Nathaniel Brown, Jr 20,000 00
Stevens, Baker & Co.. 8,500 00
8. 8 Babker............... 8,000 00
Edward H. Parker .. 7,500 00
Kerby, Byrne & Co.. 8,000 00
Belloe Freres....... 5,050 00
Other shippers... 18,790 10
Total s———— , T " &

Pussengers by the Cortes.
The following is the list of passengers who
left this morning on the Cortes -

Mrs Vantine and infant, J @ C Richmond, T T Dovgh
erty late U 2 Consunl at Honolulu, Micheal Price, Alexan-
der Price, Ben) Tappan. Henry Adler and svt, 3 K Holman,
J E Noblea, H Kasten, Rev Robt Keller, Bd Guilhard, 3
Lostrowski, Chas T Stumcke wife and child, W G Bush,
A § Hall wife and cvild, A Powell Jr, Jno L Dunn, Rev
Mr Pond, Rev Mr Longson, Rev Mr Leonard and sixty
thers.

Hige Warsr ar] Fresvo Cirv.—We leamn
that the waters of the San Joaquin, at Fresno,
have lately risen twenty-one inches, and are
still rising. The owners of the steamer Visa~
lsa intend running her during the season be-
tween Stockton nnd Visalia, commencing on
the 10th inst., and as this is the most conve-
nient route for freight to the Coso and Esme-
ralda mines, shippers had better bear this fact
in mind.

Aliscellancons.
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REDUOTION

or
TWENTY PER CENT
En Frice
-

WHEELER & WILSON'S
First Premium

SEWING MACHINES.
No ILeoather FPad

USED, OR REQUIRED.
4@ 3ead for New List of Prices.

H. C. HAYDEN, Agent,
Grll- MONTGOMERY AND SACRAMENTO 3T,

GROVER & BAKERS
FIRST PREWIUN

NOISELESS
FAMIILY

SEWING MACHINES

At Greatly Reduced Prices!
At Greatly Reduced Prices!
At Greatly Reduced Prices!’

$60 AND YPWARD.
$60 AND VTPWARD.
$60 AND UPWARD.
20 PER CENT. DISCOUNT

20 PER CENT. DISCOUNT
FROM OUR FORMER PRICES.

R.G. BROWN, Agent,
91 Montgomery Street,

BAN FRANOCISCO.
Jal
DR. BOURNE'S

RLCTRG-CHRMICAL & VAPOR BATSS

And Pioneer Water Cure,

Jansetion of Monigow sry and Market ste

ONLY $1 PER BAa.W!
AND IL.ESS

& namber of Tickets Is Purchase

‘&.“m BATHS RQUALIZE THS

ize

‘natter,

~quale
nervoos foroes, Appetite, leicrge all elfete
.—n-nn:E:-uu o the
system,

for Ladies, anderths charge of

5“ received — Ladies r Gontlemen.
The Btro-Chemical Bathe are NOT Administer
with ‘nfecttions or loaibsome disemss

CARD.
With due Deference to my Friends and

the Publizc at Large, Invalids sspe-
elally.

HAVE EXERCISED MY PROFES.

sion as Physician and Sargeon ia the City of Sacra-
mento, Capital of the State of California. nearly six years.
There, an usual, [ have asg d dential Abe
with my unparalled ‘es8 D p a8 is evident from
the fact that while resident of said city [ simitted uader
my care spwards of one th 1 ds, who applied
t0 me as their last resort nearly thiee-fousths of whom
were of the temale s x, as all of them were laboring un-
der dv d chromic dil such as had asiready bas-
fled the skill sad remedies of their former phywicians,
who had prooounced their cases incurable, and they ulti-
mately had given them up to their fate. Yot in all (with
few sxceptions,) I performed radical cures. [ obtaired
from s me of these restored patients, and also from other
similer cases in other climaces where [ have practiced, np-
ward of oue thousand coriificates. sworn to and approved
by the highest autherity. [ shall have them in readiness
for the imspection of
honor me with & oall. These horeunto sppended are a
sample of those in my possession.

I removed from the City of Sacramento in o-der
ceed to the Atiantic States,
tained i he, I

to pro-
but bs ng anavoidably de-

luded, at the sarnest soticita-
tion of my numerons

P

NEW YORK
S—. b L

WARRANTED
wnd all of them

HESE PIANOS ARR
for Five Years by the Manufacturers,
P = the

por

Staies.
PLANUOS RENTED, Tused, and lepaired on the
most reascnabls teemms, and rent leducied o ase of par-

obwe.
MASON AND HAMLIN'S MELODEONS,

FOR THR PARLOR, HALLS AND CHURCHES,
Brase and all other Xinds of Musical | nstromenis, Musio
Books, Sheet Musi@, otc, st Aways on hand, in Juantities
to suit. 3853 Romah Strings, fresh every month.

= A. ROBLER,
Nos. 104, 10 , 108, 110, 112 and 114 Ssnsome sta.,
Between Commercial and

to my practi
this city. .
As usanl, o other but Invalids who may apply to me
as their iast resort, will be admitted under my care.
and Resid 25 Washings street, corner
of Wa M..;“';p' Hoars of Ce
from 10 o’clock A. M. to . ML
J. PAYSANT, M. D.

San Francisco, Peb. 26th, 1561.

they or we were piaced und:r the care of Br
J. Paysant, phy and surgeon, of this city, who soon
displayed his skilifal i with the of
fectuat use of his invaluabie remedies, snd in all cases

cinne i condition They vr. J.
mm.msm-“h restoring them ail to
sound

Cousequently, we n-dnﬂrl:m n:i:onhl ucn‘.-.v‘

', skill as & Physician Surgeon,

mo--m -d-::: such to our friends and the public
"‘nmym. Ww. '.E('or'-. : % -.-‘D-

W Spaalding, nigan, B Duigen,
% y A’P‘--‘l‘ Wm. Beckmsn,
Wm. Jackson,
A. @. Curtis.

in

JUST LANDED,

wm

OVERSTRUNG PIANOS,

From the esledrated mannimciores

Stelnway & Soms and Raven & Bacom,

NEW YORK.

%
.

i
b

I

bill pass and & damper is put dpon the whel
lumbering interests of this city.
Lowseamax.

A Srarx or Resziiion m Casava.—Some
of the Canadian press exhibit considerable
feeling at what they regard a blow at their
rights and liberties, recently struck by the
Court of Queen's Bench, in London. This
Court has, at the instance of a hard-awearing
abolitionist named Chamerrazow, Secretary of
an Anti-Slavery Society, issued a writ of Aad-
eas corpus in the case of the .;gn .:udcm.
And now impri at Toron

o Saw weses St Anfesers Wi

: it of hebess sorpun, in. the
e of Adareen by the Bngiioh Court of Quosn's

There.was an to credit
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