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morning of the 15th, the two shores being guarded, the landing on the
island was eflected, under a strong opposition from the Indians, who,
perceiving us once upon their island, took flight directly, plunging into
the water, among the heavy growth of tula which surrounds the islands,
and which on the eastern and northern sides extends to the shores. Hav-
ing rapidly cleared the island, I saw no alternative but to pursue them
into the tula, and accordingly orders were given that the ammunition be
slung around the necks of the men, and they proceed into the tula and
pursue and destroy as far as possible. The tula was thus thoroughly
searched, with severe and protracted eflorts, and with most gratifying re-
sults. The number killed I confidently report at not less than sixty, and
doubt little thatit extended to a hundred and upwards. 'The Iudians were
supposed to be in number about 400. 'Their fire upon us was not ef-
fective, and no injury to the command oceurred. The rancheria, extend-
ing about half way around the island, was burnt, together with a large
amount of stores collected in it. , Being satisfied that the Indian tribes
on Russian river had participated in the murders of Stone and Kelley,
and were now harboring one or two tribes known to be the most guilty,
I now proceeded to the headwaters of that river, seeking first a tribe
whose chief is called Chapo; but finding the rancheria deserted to which
my guide led me as his, I caused a thorough but ineffectual search to be
made in the vicinity, and then proceeded down the river for aborit twenty-
two miles to a tribe called the Yohaiyaks, among whom was Preesta and
his tribe, the most active participants in the atrocious murders. I found
them early on the morning of the 19th, on an island formed by a slough
from Russian river, which was covered with dense undergrowth, and in
the part where the Indians were mostly concealed were many trees, both
dead and alive, in a horizontal position, interwoven with a heavy growth
of vines. Their position being entirely surrounded, they were attacked
under most embarrassing circumstances; but as they could not escape, the
island soon became a perfect slaughter pen, as they continued to fight
- with great resolution and vigor till every jungle was routed. Their num-
ber killed I confidently report at not less than seventy-five, and have little
doubt it extended to nearly double that number. T estimate their whole
.number as somewhat greater than those on the island before mentioned.
They were bold and confident, making known their position in shouts of
encouragement to their men and of defiance to us. 'T'wo of their shots
took effect, wounding somewhat severely Corporal Kerry and private Pat-
rick Coughtin, company ¢G,”’ the former in the shoulder and the latter
in the thigh. A body of Indians supposed to have been concerned in
the outrages at Kelley’s rancho, and who it was believed were harbor-
ing one of the tribes known to have been concerned in the Kelley mur-
der, lay about ten miles below; and in order that action might promptly
be taken against them, according to the circumstance in which they
might be found, T detached Lieutenant Davidson with his (dragoon)
company, to proceed hastily to the spot, so as to anticipate an alarm from
the events just mentioned. and obtaining, with the assistance of Fernando
Feliz, upon whose land these Indians lived, the facts, he was instructed
to actaccordingly. On arriving at Fernando Feliz’s rancho he found the
Indians had fled through fear. The intelligence -that the hostile tribe
was harbored by them proved unfounded, and no definite i'ntelligence
that they had participated in the murder aforesaid was ascertained. Du-



