
i iur. 1 CORRESPONDENCE UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 11 13.

1 «.-»*» Major Dodge. Inilian agent for Keratin Territory, took young
K. A. Washington, then only thirteen yearn old, to Lancaster, Pa.,
]il:ic-e<l him in n school at that place, where he remained fur three years,
wLru Mr. Lot-khnrt, the present Indian agent, brought him back to this
Statt-.

Very resiiertfully, your oliedient servant.
CIIAS. Mt-DKRMIT,

Major, Stroud California Yoluntter Caralry, Commandint/ 1'oxt.

[ lot l«i«urv |

Fi»RT Ciukchili., Nkv. Tk.r., lhiemlxr x';', 1*61.
Maj. C. McDkrmit,

Smiiiil ('alihirnia Yoluntnr Cavalry, Commanding Pont:
Sik: I just returned from Owen's Uiver with <'a]>tnin Charley. Inter

preter (ieorge Wheiii.nnd twoor three other chiefs from Walker River.
We did not p> on our own will; the chief sent for us. While we were
there we had a long conversation with the head chief, and also with
the others, before leaving for our homes. They all wished peace with the
settlers; not only the settlers, but with all the white people who may
traverse their country, except one trilte nnd a chief. This small trilie
is east of the river, and I think the whites cull them Pancmcnt Indians.
This tribe is ImiiiihI to be hostile, and not only the whites, but with the
Owen's Itivcr ludiaiis.'l>cc:tiiHc they do not join with them to carry on
hostility. Further, this chief, who is displeased with the whites, is n
California Indian (his name is Wa keen |.)oa<|iiin | .liink lie commit led
Mime dcpicdation in California, and when he found out the whites
were alter him he got away and came among the Owen's River Indians
to make himself safe. After he got well acquainted with these
Indians he encouraged them to make war against the whites before
they should concent rate in large numbers. He told them that by so
doing they could keep them out w ith ease; so the Indians took his word
and prepared for the war. Hut when so many of their warriors got
killed there by the side of Owen's Lake they kind of weakened. Not
only weakened, but got displeased with Wa keen |.loa«|iiin ] .lim, and
gave up all Iio|k>s for war. for they thought the soldiers were. too heavy
tor them. Kver since this uproar the Indians have been down on him,
because many of the Indians got killed that was not guilty of doing
anything wrong. So this chief by so doing he got all the Indiana
down on him. If he had not got them into trouble or incommoded
them any way he could have disguised himself. The Indians told us
'all we are lacking is an interpreter," because none of them can speak
the Knglish language well enough to interpret what the chief wish to
communicate to the settlers nlwuit his Indians, and to tell them what
their wishes are, so the settlers could see that they were for gen
eral compromise. Some of the settlers told us the Pi-I'tes were com
ing there to join with the Indians living there to make war against the
settlers. I told them that was not so, for the Pi 1'tes know that's an
imjKWsibility for them to molest the whites. And, further, 1 told them
the commander of Fort Churchill, who was well acquainted with all of
ns and nearly the whole nation, nnd who is thought good deal of by
the Indians, could easily tell them whether the Pi l'tes were going
there to molest the settlers, for we told him where we was going, so that
he could tell where we were. They all requested us to visit them in
spring, so that we can tell them what the Indians want and what they
wish to tell the whites. If there were an agent and good interpreter
there they would have no fusses ami no misunderstanding at all. Since
we got home we heard they had some trouble down there with the



1114 OPERATIONS ON THE PACIFIC COAST. [Chap. X.XTL

Indians, and I think tliat was caused by that tribe east of the said river,
for when we were coming by they had come in and confiscated several
horses, so the owners of the horses tracked them over in their vicinity.
Also, they was where they had killed one or two of the horses; so from
what I hear these Indians came over to steal some more horses, and
before they disturbed the horses they killed couple men. After killing
the men they tried to disguise themselves, but the whites caught them
and some of the Indians living around and killed them. So by not
having any interpreter they could not settle it very well. So just as I
have already said, if there was an interpreter and a good respectable
man who looks for the interest of natives it would bi' settled without
any difficulty, because not every one is opposed to waronly those
hypocrites listens not to what any person tells them. The country we
passed through I admired very much, not only just to live in, but for
agriculture and to raise cattle and sheep, &c. 1 saw several little val
leys and creeks cool as ice water. The scenes of the country was a
curiosity to me, for I had never traversed that country before, and all
the land that's fit for agriculture is well supplied with water, so that it
is no trouble to irrigate. So for that reason there ought to be a treaty
made with the Indians, and Indian agent stationed there to get the
natives to compromise, and instruct them to civilization and quit their
barbarous actions and way of their ancestors.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,-
B. A. WASHINGTON,

PiUte Interpreter.

San Francisco, Cal., January ',, i^;r,.
Hon. Edwin M. Stanton,

Secretary of War:
With the concurrence of Governor Low, I wish leave of absence for

('apt. Allen L. Anderson, Fifth U. S. Infantry, to enable him to become
the colonel of the Eighth California Infantry, now organizing at this
place. If granted, please send order for captain (who is now in Ari
zona) to me bv telegraph, and I cau send it to him by express.irvin Mcdowell,

Major- General.

Fort Klamath, Oreo., January 5, I80.~t.
Lieut. E. D. Waite,

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., J)ist. of California, Sacramento, Cal.:
Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith for the information of the

general commanding a copy' of Mr. Huntington's letter relative to
Indian affairs at this post and an extract of Mr. Huntington's annual
report for 1 864.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. KELLY,

Captain, First Oregon Volunteer Cavalry, Commanding Post.

[Incloaure No. 1.]

Office of Superintendent of Indian Affairs,
Salem, Oreo., December 12, 1864.

Captain Kelly,
Commanding Fort Klamath:

Sir: I have delayed replying to your letters in relation to Indian
affairs in your section because 1 was undetermined whether or not I


